Abstract

The following thesis examines the discourse of energy security in Brazil through a critical
discursive analysis. The construction of energy discourse is illustrated through the speeches of
two presidents and simultaneously two presidential candidates in the October 2022 elections,
Jair Bolsonaro and Lula da Silva, in order to reveal hidden patterns and relationships. The
relevance of the Amazon region for energy security in the context of climate change, the
securitization of the energy sector, the important regions of Brazil in terms of energy security,
the importance of hydropower and, in general, the way energy security is constructed by the
official discourse, i.e., by the Brazilian government, are identified. The time frame for the
analysis is the period from 2002 to 2022. The analysis of the discourses reveals that the
Northeast and the North are particularly important regions for energy security. According to
the results of the analysis, securitisation of the energy sector is not occurring, but it is a
politicised issue used as a tool in international and social politics. However, environmental
securitization in Lula's discourse is taking place. The analysis also shows that energy security
is threatened by insufficient infrastructure for both presidents and high energy prices for
Bolsonaro. Although hydropower currently accounts for a large share of the electricity mix, the
presidents see other sources, especially biofuels, wind and solar energy, as the way of the future.
Using an interdisciplinary approach, the analysis revealed interdiscursivity and populist

elements in the energy discourses of both Brazilian presidents.
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