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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 
 
Please provide a short summary of the thesis, your assessment of each of the four key 
categories, and an overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion. The 
minimum length of the report is 300 words. 
 
Short summary 
 
The thesis examines the impact of working after retirement on the diet of the elderly population on a 
set of SHARE data observing 4,431 individuals in a panel sample and 22,402 observations in a cross-
sectional sample. Propensity score matching and logit models are applied. The results suggest that 
additional income in retirment (when started to work again), increases the consumption of meat, fruits 
and vegetables. No significant effect was found for diary products, legtums and eggs and protein. The 
consumption behavior of individuals who started to work anew in retirment and those who remained 
working from pre-retirement periods seems to be different. 
 
Contribution 
 
The thesis contributes to the stream of existing empirical and theoretical literature and may have 
implications for policy-decisions too. 
 
Methods 
 
The thesis applies propensity score matching on (1) a panel and (2) cross-sectional sample. As a 
robustness check, a logit model is applied on a cross-sectional sample. 
The methods are well explained, applied and tested for. Potential limitations of the used methods are 
discussed too. 
The methodology is well-chosen for the intended purposes and backed by the literature. 
 
Literature 
 
Literature review is carefully written, used sources are properly cited. A sufficient number of literature 
has been discussed. 
 
Manuscript form 
The thesis reads well, it is well structured, has a logical link and is easy for the reader to follow. 
 
Overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 
 
Barbora´s thesis is a very good piece of work. Throughout the process of writing, she cooperated well 
and was a pleasure to work with.  
In the thesis she answered all of my previously raised concerns, thus I do not have any additional 
comments. 
 
Suggested questions for the defense: 



Report on Master Thesis 

Institute of Economic Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University  

 

Student: Bc. Barbora Hrušková 

Advisor: PhDr. Jana Votápková, Ph.D. 

Title of the thesis: Diet after retirement: Does working after retirement matter? 

 

 

 

1. As the treatment group, the thesis uses a sample of individuals who started working after 
being retired for some time. Discuss assumptions on their motivation to work and how various 
types of motivation to work may or may not distort the results. That is, discuss exogeneity of 
the change. Is an endogenous change a problem for propensity score matching? 

2. Why a group of people working while being retired in period 1 and retired in period 2 could not 
be used as a treatment group?  

3. Explain how the propensity score matching method takes care of the parallel trend assumption 
between the two groups. 

4. Discuss how consumption pattern of people who started working anew in retirment after not 
working for some time differs from those who kept their employment from the pre-retirement 
period.  

5. Can you see any motivation for policy-makers from your research? 
 

 
The thesis definitely fulfills the requirements for a master thesis at IES, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Charles University, I recommend it for the defense and suggest a grade A. 
 
The results of the Urkund/Turnitin analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available 
sources 

 
 
SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 28 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 30 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 20 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 20 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 98 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) A 

 
 
NAME OF THE REFEREE:  PhDr. Jana Votápková, Ph.D.  
 
 
DATE OF EVALUATION:     January 24,2023  Digitally signed (23.1.2023)  
        Jana Votápková 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


