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Evaluation

Major criteria: The work has a well-established research problem upon
which a research question and two sub-questions are developed. It
presents a clear methodological and theoretical framework. However,
the case studies do not really follow such a delimitation. The study is not
focused on identities but rather goals of the selected actors, the first part
of the case studies presents a different sub-question compared to the
introduction. The conclusion then does not answer the research
questions.

Minor criteria: The formal criteria are generally well met. The table of
contents has some formatting issues and by the end of the work some
typos appear, probably as a consequence of a hasty finishing of the work.

Assessment of plagiarism: No plagiarism detected

Overall evaluation: The presented research is intriguing and based on two
well-picked cases - Hezbollah and Hamas. Selection of principal-agent theory is also
justified. The analysis of the influence of Iranian goals on identities, however, is not
conducted. What is being established is the analysis of the impact of the proxy
relationship on the goals of the two groups. As the conclusion does not explicitly
answer the research question, the issue of discrepancy between the research
framework and actual analysis becomes more evident. Nonetheless, the presented
analysis is very well prepared and still offers numerous insights and highlights the
author’s capacity to develop complex academic text.
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