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Rationale.

The impetus for the writing of this dissertation was the observation of
numerous controversies that accompany the development of contemporaneity. On
the one hand, Western societies promote the ideas of universal emancipation and
social justice, but on the other hand, as the addressee of these changes the subject
does not display significant signs of relief. Given that the results of the progressivist
efforts are evident in all the spheres of the subject’s life, the unexpected increase in
anxiety and overall confusion requires additional consideration.

Moreover, the contradictions accompanying the subject remain opaque for the
subject itself and are revealed along two trajectories. On the one hand,
notwithstanding the proclaimed ideal of diversification, each time the subject enters
the public scene with some opinion, this speech reveals specific monotony and
rigidity of thinking. The bifurcation of the commentaries’ content and tone along the
two opposing trajectories of peculiar unifying radicalization disrupts the dimension
of diversity.

On the other hand, the subject is constantly confronted with contradictory
positions on various questions and eventually is unable to firmly occupy any of them.
Consider, for example, the problem of motherhood: the woman finds herself trapped
between the popular trend of the so-called bio-motherhood that urges her to devote
herself fully to the newborn and the opposing trend for individual self-realization that

requires her abandonment of direct mother duties. Therefore, this research is aimed



at problematizing these contradictory but rigid strategies and offers alternative keys
to their better understanding.

Along with this, starting with the notorious Victorian sanctimony until today’s
queer theory, the question of sexual difference has not ceased shaping the subject’s
aspirations. However, notwithstanding its central importance for the subject’s
political and individual life, the current results demonstrated by the genderqueer
research are surprisingly insufficient. Apart from the insistence on broadening the
level of tolerance towards various manifestations of sexual peculiarities, the
theoretical effort of genderqueer agenda does not display an interest in the further
analysis of the problem of sexuality as such.

The conceptualization of sex remains squeezed between its already universally
accepted definition as a social construct and an implicitly present belief in its
biologically determinant character. Whereas this very horizon of theoretical
possibilities is a historical formation whose analysis is discarded in favor of the
protesting agenda. For this reason, this thesis focuses on the theoretical
inconsistencies inherent to the genderqueer paradigm which prevent its proponents
from constructing a more coherent and attractive site for practicing the sexual. This
results in the numerous impasses that accompany gender-oriented movements and
eventually compromises the results of the liberating program. The latter, among
other things, has far-reaching consequences affecting the global distribution of

political forces.



Summary and Findings.

The objective of this thesis is to demonstrate that the question of sexual
difference has a much broader scale than it is presumed by genderqueer theory. The
subject’s vital interest in the asymmetry inherent to subjectivity, which is
metonymically manifested in the attention to the sexual, shapes the very scene where
this questioning emerges in an anticipatory manner. Genderqueer’s trajectory is thus
curved in a way that obstructs a satisfactory explanation of the problem in question.

Therefore, there is a need to offer different theoretical optics for thinking
about the sexual. In this thesis, I suggested that regardless of the recurring tensions
between genderqueer paradigm and psychoanalysis, the latter is in possession of
theoretical instruments capable of expanding the understanding of the sexual beyond
its conventional dichotomy and the contemporary situation.

However, the way psychoanalysis itself is applied for the purposes of so-called
critical thinking has to be analyzed in greater detail. So, the first part of the thesis
demonstrates how the entire humanities agenda is shaped as a self-contradictory
framework whose discursive character does not imply the possibility of direct
solutions. Instead, the structuralist tradition managed to outline the Enlightenment
pitfalls and basically predicted its own failure in the project of its further
appropriation.

The methodological solution appropriated for this thesis is based on the
theoretical apparatus of the Russian thinker and psychoanalyst Alexander

Smulyanskiy. I presented an introduction to his work and outlined the major



trajectories especially relevant for the purposes of this thesis. Smulyanskiy
demonstrates the curved character of contemporaneity that inflicts a structural split
on the subject’s intentions and dictates the specific rigidity mentioned above.

Furthermore, he offers a different understanding of the sexual problem.
Jacques Lacan explained sexual differences in relation to the role of the signifier
which disengaged our understanding of sex from its immediate link with the anatomic
function. However, this understanding of the sexual as two separate positions still
sustains a certain degree of psychologization inherent to the feminine and the
masculine positions. This approach was extended by Alain Badiou’s contribution. He
demonstrated that sex could be defined as an answer the subject chooses when
confronted with the possibility of sexual connection. Smulyanskiy, in his part, offers
a further extension and suggests that sexuation is a matter of thinking procedure
whose realization can be broadened even to the non-genital forms of pleasure still
remaining connected with pleasure as such.

This thesis argues that genderqueer paradigm diverged from its original task of
following the path of sexuality (or pleasure), which is itself symptomatic and is
explained by Smulyanskiy as an inevitable result of the desire’s functioning typical to
the period of modernity. Nonetheless, various pleasure practices, do not cease
happening. Smulyanskiy draws attention to the sexual practices whose potential and
actual discursive significance was overshadowed by activist goals, namely female

reading and writing practices, best illustrated by the fanfiction genre.
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