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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Reviewer 1 
China’s rise challenges the U.S. preeminence in international politics and transforms numerous 
aspects of global affairs, including the global nuclear order. Understanding what the rise of China 
causes for nonproliferation and a nuclear reversal is undoubtedly a worthy endeavor. This 
dissertation could be applauded for addressing the implications of US-China rivalry on nuclear 
nonproliferation and nuclear reversal.  
 
There is much to like about the dissertation. Most importantly, it is an excellent empirical study of 
China’s and U.S. relations with three regions: Korea, South Asia, and the Middle East. These 
three regions play a critical role in the global nuclear order. The case studies are meticulously 
researched and well-written.  
 
My only concern about the dissertation is its almost exclusively empirical character with a bit 
unclear objective beyond description. Having read it, I am still unsure what question it addresses 
and what contribution it makes. The dissertation touches upon the power transition theory but 
does not really use it much. Similarly, the methodological section tells the reader about case 
studies but not about analytical techniques, data, and evidentiary standards.   
 
I think the dissertation would have benefited from laying out its objectives more clearly and 
addressing them with a more explicit analytical framework. The introduction is limited to 
introducing the empirical phenomena but does not introduce the analysis, objectives, methods, and 
contribution to the existing conversations among experts.  
 
Overall, I think this is a very good dissertation that borders excellence despite the caveats above. 
It is neatly written, meticulously researched, and empirically excellent.   
  
Reviewer 2 
This is a very good dissertation. The research problem is clearly defined, the case studies’ 
selection is well justified. The Author demonstrated their familiarity with the literature on the 
topic of nuclear proliferation and nuclear reversal.  
 
There is, however, a lot of room for improvement. The literature review chapter would have 
benefitted from broader engagement with the debates about the sources and timing of the 
emergence of open Sino-American rivalry. The theoretical framework could have been 
strengthened by a more systematic and critical approach to power transition theories. The analysis 
of case studies does not clearly distinguish between periods of relatively good Sino-US relations 
and the phase of open rivalry that can be dated back to 2017/18. 
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