Covid — 19 pandemic and environmental protection from a legal

perspective

Abstract

The Covid-19 pandemic has fundamentally affected almost all aspects of life on Earth,
including the environment and its protection. The aim of this paper is to determine what impact
the coronavirus pandemic has had, is having, and will eventually have on the various
components of the environment and their protection from a legal perspective. The impact of the
pandemic on the field of environmental law can be observed on two levels. The first is its direct
or material impact on the various components of the environment. This paper has focused on
air, water, and waste as the components that have been most affected by the pandemic. The
material impact of the pandemic on the environment and its components means that, as a direct
result of the pandemic, their quality or quantity has been affected. The second level of the
pandemic's impact on the individual environmental components was indirect, namely the law's
response to the changes in the environmental components caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.
The thesis is divided into seven chapters, the most detailed of which is the second one, which
analyses the direct and indirect impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on some selected
environmental components. The thesis also examines the impact of the coronavirus pandemic
on international diplomacy, European environmental law, and the war in Ukraine. A separate
chapter is devoted to the impact of the pandemic Covid - 19 on health and hygiene law with a
focus on the situation in the Czech Republic.

The thesis reaches three main conclusions. The Covid-19 pandemic has materially affected the
environment and its individual components, mainly negatively, but there have also been
positive effects. Furthermore, it was found that the law was unprepared for the pandemic and
caught by surprise by the pandemic crisis and therefore reacted slowly, ineffectively, or not at
all in terms of environmental protection. In the future, awareness and education will be
necessary to better manage such crises, which include combating misinformation and

downplaying global environmental issues.
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