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Criteria	 Definition	 Maximu

m	

Points	

Major	Criteria	 	 	 	
	 Research	question,	

definition	of	objectives	
10	 10	

	 Theoretical/conceptual	
framework	

30	 26	

	 Methodology,	analysis,	
argument	

40	 36	

Total	 	 80	 72	
Minor	Criteria	 	 	 	
	 Sources	 10	 10	
	 Style	 5	 3	
	 Formal	requirements	 5	 4	

Total	 	 20	 17	
	 	 	 	
TOTAL	 	 100	 89	
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Evaluation	

Major	criteria:	

	

The	author	decided	to	do	research	on	a	relevant	and	understudied	topic	

focused	on	the	instrumentalization	of	the	Turkish	and	Russian	diasporas	

by	 their	 parent	 states.	 The	 author	 works	 with	 the	 proper	 theoretical	

framework	based	on	principal-agent	theory	to	study	this	phenomenon.	In	

general,	this	is	a	high-quality	piece	of	work.	The	theoretical	section	of	the	

thesis	is	strong,	but	solely	in	the	part	where	the	principal-agent	theory	is	

discussed.	The	work	would	deserve	the	literature	review	in	the	following	

section	on	the	instrumentalization	of	the	diasporas	by	the	parent	states.	

This	 part	 should	 be	 definitely	 elaborated	 more	 in	 detail.	 Another	

shortcoming	of	the	thesis	is	the	disproportionate	focus	on	the	contextual	

factors,	such	as	the	political-historical	development	of	Russia	and	Turkey,	

their	position	toward	“their”	diasporas,	the	development	of	the	diasporas,	

legal	treatment	by	the	parent	statse	etc.	Beyond	any	doubt,	the	contextual	

section	of	the	thesis	is	necessary,	but	it	should	be	shortened	in	favor	of	the	

proper	empirical	analysis.	In	the	end,	such	structure	makes	the	work	too	

descriptive,	 reducing	 the	 potential	 for	 innovative	 contribution	 to	 the	

existing	literature,	which	is	indisputably	present	in	the	thesis.	Except	for	

those	 two	weak	points,	 the	 thesis	 is	 great	work	with	 a	 vast	 potential	 it	

could	bring	to	the	discussion	on	the	chosen	topic.	
	

Minor	criteria:	

The	work	has	a	bit	inconsistent	structure,	and	the	thesis’	main	argument	

seems	to	be	lost	in	the	text.	

	

Assessment	of	plagiarism:	No	plagiarism	has	been	detected.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



 

  
 Charles University, Faculty of Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies  /  

Smetanovo nabrezi 6, 110 01 Prague 1, Czech Republic, info@fsv.cuni.cz, tel: +420 222 112 
111 

www.fsv.cuni.cz 

	

	

Overall	evaluation:	

 
I	appreciate	the	logic	of	the	case	selection	and	choice	of	the	topic.	I	consider	

this	thesis	a	high-quality	work	however	unbalanced	individual	parts	of	the	

thesis	 might	 be	 –	 specifically	 missing	 literature	 review	 on	 the	

instrumentalization	 of	 the	 diaspora	 by	 the	 parent	 states	 and	

disproportionate	 attention	 paid	 to	 contextual	 factors.	 To	 conclude,	 the	

thesis	has	great	potential	once	the	author	overcomes	the	shortcomings	it	

suffers.		
	

	

Suggested	grade:	1		
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