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On behalf of the commission, Prof Hynek invited the student to
introduce the main tenets of the dissertation, empirical findings, and
the methodological/theoretical approach used to obtain and support
the reached conclusions. The student explained, in great detail, the
motivations for the research and the most crucial points that
informed the structure of the dissertation. The student was then asked
by dr. Fitzgerald to once again briefly summarise the main
conclusions. Prof Hynek proceeded to summarise the reviewer's
reports, focusing on the main critical points raised in the reviews. Dr.
Butler expressed his perspective on the points raised by the
reviewers. The major issue identified is the breadth of the research,
which was deemed insufficiently narrow for a Master level
dissertation. Further, dr. Butler asked how would the student
approached a possible narrowing of the subject matter to better fit the
Master level format. The student offered an answer, emphasising the
focus on the internal factors instead of engaging international
developments as well. Prof Hynek concluded the defence.
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