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ADDITIONAL WRITTEN COMMENTS 

Reviewer 1 

This thesis sets out to give a comprehensive overview of nativism and a concept and argues 
cogently for the importantce of such a concept. It clearly distinguishes between nativism and 
populism, the distinction between or even relationship between nativism and nationalism is 
slightly less clearly drawn, though the key appears to be the commitment to a core cultural 
community that cannot be entirely reduced to commitment to institutions i.e. you can have a civic 
nationalism but not a civic nativism. The study gives an excellent overview of the state of the art 
of the literature on nativism and links this to some of the most important debates in both 
contemporary academia and society. Perhaps though (following Brubaker) we shouldn't be asking 
what nativism is but rather what it does!   
Reviewer 2 
This is an impressive effort to disentangle the concept of nativism. The dissertation provides a 
comprehensive conceptual analysis of nativism phenomenon. Comparisons of nativism concept 
with other overlapping concepts such as populism were very useful. The student has offered a 
praise-worthy and meticulously detailed deconstruction of the nativism term, which is very time-
relevant, as this concept begins to appear quite frequently in the context of security debates or as 
part of security issues. I believe that efforts to analyse nativism beyond Western European and 
North American contexts are also a welcome addition to an already comprehensive analysis 
conducted in this dissertation.  
 

 
 
  


