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Dr. Butler, on the behalf of the commission, asked the student to give
her summary of the presented research, thus beginning the defence of
the dissertation. The student proceeded to do so, explaining the main
research question, concerning the securitisation of the U.S.
development aid. The performed analysis was done in a multi-layer
manner, showing how to properly frame and reason about the
involved actors. Dr. Butler followed by going through the reviewer's
reports. The overall assessment of the dissertation is highly positive.
The question regarding the data gathering process and their
subsequent processing. The student was invited to respond and
provide a deeper reasoning behind the empirical analysis, mostly
related to the analysis of data. Further, the original plan for the
dissertation was explained, providing the reasons for choosing a
particular empirical proxy to study the phenomenon in question.
Second, the theoretical and conceptual apprehension of securitisation
used in the dissertation was explained, providing specific reasons of
how to the approach came about. Dr. Fitzgerald raised a further
question about how de-securitisation is involved in the discussion on
the U.S. development aid. The commission concluded the defence of
the dissertation.
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Result of defence: excellent (A)
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