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Abstract

The rise of polarizing narratives being spread online, and the successes of various Right-Wing
Populist Movements and parties illustrate a seemingly causational tie to the change in the
media landscape. Capturing the ontological zeitgeist, Populist Right-Wing movements use
fears and hesitations of groups to trigger anxiety, consequently bottling the political energy
generated for their own political gain by populist framing. By combining the Ontological
Security Theory (OST), framing populism as a style of political communication, and the
technology-political communication nexus as highlighted in the Political Communication
Cycle, the aforementioned developments are tested to see how ontological insecurities
based on identity rhetoric are weaponized against the backdrop of a new technological
communicative reality. Using historical empirical case studies of the Second KKK and their
propagandic tactics, and the rise of Dutch Right-Wing populist Forum for Democracy Party,
concluded is that indeed there are spaces offered in specific Political Communication Orders
where anxiety can be more easily triggered for political gain through new technological
communicative means. From a content perspective as analysed through OST, polarizing,
identity-heavy fear rhetoric, and populist framing is used to gather support by securitizing a
perceived out-group, while framing themselves as the only capable actor to defend the
populus (the ‘people’) against this theat. Most importantly, Populist Right-Wing actors
purposefully make use of the stabilizing communicative order to spread these propagandic
messages, in that they use the vacuum provided to profit of a subsequent emerging new
elite (i.e. new online influential actors), combined with the purposeful destabilization of
traditional sources of political communication and other trust systems that are subjected to
established norms and values (newspapers, government agencies, etc.). This thesis therefore
further illustrates why these tactics are so effective and explains how certain periodic
technological communicative realities better allow for these narratives to spread than
others.
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