
The thesis deals with the influence of local museum workers on the civic community of 
Polná during the more than 120 years of the museum's existence. The starting point for 
the reflection is the perspective of collective memory of Maurice Halbwachs.  The 
theoretical part presents different perspectives on individual and collective memory and 
the connection of memory with the construction of individual and community identity. It 
takes into account the importance of place as a factor of stability and its changes over time 
as a result of human action. The text examines the phenomenon of collecting from a 
historical perspective, summarizing the basic moments of development from collecting to 
museology and the emergence of museum institutions.  Document analysis charts the time 
course of museum development in changing social and legal conditions. In particular, it 
focuses on the museum's management and their interactions with the local community. It 
traces this process across several generations. The analysis of the documents is illustrated 
with excerpts from interviews with museum actors in Polná since the 1960s. The aim of 
the work is to reflect on the museum in Polná as a place of memory and its contribution 
to the local community. 
 


