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The student presented her thesis on the effect of rainfall on voter
turnout. She focused on motivation, data description, methodology,
and finally results and their interpretation. After the presentation, the
supervisor's and opponent's reports were summarized and the
questions from the opponent's report were raised. First, the student
explained her motivation for using the difference-in-differences
approach. Then the committee discussed the treatment of the
precipitation data, the potential sources of bias of the OLS estimator,
and the difference in treatment of this bias using fixed effects vs. diff-
in-diff models. The committee members were satisfied with the
student's responses and decided to grade the thesis and the overall
performance during the defense with grade B.
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