Abstract

The diploma thesis deals with changes in the position of the Left and Alternative for
Germany (AfD) political parties in the Thuringian state assembly. The two parties, which
stand at opposite ends of the political spectrum, have a much larger voter base in the new
federal states. While the AfD is marginalized by other parties in terms of political
cooperation, the Left is already part of several state coalitions, it has twice won the state
elections in Thuringia and since 2019 has led the minority government there with the support
of the SPD and the Greens. The aim of the thesis is a comparative case study comparing the
factors that are common to both parties and that enabled the Left to rule at the national level.
At the same time, the work approximates the possible similarities between the two entities
associated with the entry of the Left into regional parliaments and the promotion of its
political program. Both political parties were or are in their own way close to political
extremism, the forms of which, i.e. right-wing and left-wing extremism, the thesis also deals
with, among other things, places them in the context of German history and explains the

position of the AfD and the Left on this issue.



