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Abstract

Contrastive reduplication (CR) is an emerging trend of spoken and written English that has been
approached from many different angles, such as morphology, semantics, and pragmatics. The
phonology and prosody of this phenomenon is to this date quite underresearched. The main
function of contrastive reduplication is expressing contrast between the prototypical meaning
of a word and its subcategories (e.g., the salad-salad, not tuna salad). This contrast between
two reduplicated elements can be defined in acoustic as well as prosodic terms which emphasize
the contrastive feature of CR constructions. The aim of this study is to analyze approximately
200 spoken excerpts based on a corpus of CR compiled by Ghomeshi et al. (2004), which
includes written examples of CR taken from literature, radio, movies, and TV series. These
written examples are manually retrieved and edited from the corresponding movies and TV
series in spoken form. The spoken excerpts include primarily American English with a few
examples of British English. The analysis focuses on the overall intonation pattern of
constructions and differences between two reduplicants in intonation and other acoustic
properties, such as overall duration of elements, F1 and F2 measurements of the stressed
vowels, or differences in mean

pitch.
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