
In this work I analysed the semantic motivation of the Finnish local cases inessive and adessive in the
metonymical expressions of state 
of action. I tried to analyse which metonymical expressions of state of action occur in inessive and
which ones in adessive or in both 
cases and why. I defined the metonymical expressions of state of action as expressions in inessive or
adessive expressed in the 
construction [theme + the verb olla/käydä + the expression in inessive/adessive], in which they obtain
the meaning of state of action. 
This work provides a picture of the metonymical expressions of state of action in inessive/adessive in a
corpus of 100 590 023 tokens 
selected from Kielipankki´s corpus of the Finnish language. For analysing the metonymical expressions
of state of action in 
inessive/adessive I used the analysis of state denoting local case expressions by T. Onikki-Rantajääskö
(2001) and the analysis of spacial 
meanings of inessive and adessive by P. Leino (1989, 1993, 2002), which are both based on R. W.
Langacker´s cognitive grammar 
(1987, 1991, 2002) and on the cognitive linguistic approach in general. 
I chose this topic because the local case endings are polysemic, they express many meanings and the
semantic contrasts expressed by 
them in the spacial field and in the metonymical expressions of state of action cause problems for the
students of Finnish. The problems 
are caused by the case polysemia, but also by the fact that languages differ in the construction of
semantic structure and in the 
conventionalization of meaning. 
In chapter 2 I defined inessive and adessive in the context of the local cases, both cases belong to the
semantic dimension of quality in 
the system of the local cases. I also introduced the metonymical expressions of state of action in the
context of seven basic meanings 
expressed by inessive and adessive.


