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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak):

Short summary

The thesis concentrates on the use of web scraping tools to construct an index of construction
materials in the Czech Republic. While some similar indexes are available through the Czech
Statistical Office, the benefit of the proposed method is the granularity (i.e. index is calculated weekly
as opposed to the monthly/quarterly frequency of the official indexes). In contrast to the standard
thesis, there is no testable hypothesis, but the thesis provides a description of the construction of the
index.

Contribution

The main contribution of the thesis is the description of the methods leading to the construction of the
construction material index. In my opinion, obtaining data necessary for the index and the construction
of the index itself was a very time-consuming empirical exercise. From the economic point of view,
however, | am not fully convinced about the value added.

Methods

The economic methods applied in the thesis are relatively simple — the author calculates the modified
CPI index. On the other hand, the methods required to obtain the data necessary for the index
construction are rather advanced. To successfully finish the thesis, the author had to understand the
web scraping process quite well.

Literature

Given that the topic is not very standard for the IES bachelor thesis, the literature used in the work is
also not standard. The author cited four academic papers, two books, a couple of working papers and
reports from the national statistical offices. Although the literature used is not standard, | do not see it
as a big problem, as it corresponds to the topic.

Manuscript form

The presented thesis has a standard. There are some drawbacks, but they are not the major ones -
the style of the References is not the best one and some parts of the thesis (such as methodology) do
not look like academic work, rather, they resemble text suitable for a magazine. In future work, the
author should also improve the formatting of the footnotes and avoid using single-sentenced
paragraphs. While reading the thesis, | was sometimes not sure whether | was reading
manual/technical documentation for some program or the actual bachelor thesis.

What | like about the thesis is its readability — although some parts deserve to be rephrased to be a
~proper* bachelor thesis, overall, the thesis reads well. | also like that the figures have self-explaining
captions, and the reader can easily identify what the figures present.

Overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense

Overall, the thesis is well done empirical exercise. The pros of the thesis are its structure and
readability; the con is the limited usefulness of the created index (the main thesis outcome). During
defense, the author should explain why he concentrated on construction materials and not, for
example, the food sector — there are many online retailers, so the data should be available as well,
and the potential usefulness of such an index might be far bigger. In my view, the thesis fulfills the
requirements for a bachelor thesis at IES, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University, |
recommend it for the defense and suggest a grade C. The results of the Urkund analysis do not
indicate significant text similarity with other available sources.
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE:

CONTRIBUTION: The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the
thesis.

METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.

LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature.
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way.

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a
complete bibliography.

Overall grading:

TOTAL GRADE

91 -100
81-90
71-80
61-70
51 -60
0-50
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