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Short summary 

The bachelor thesis of Oliver Škultéty focuses on the role of workforce composition, in particular the 

share of high-skilled workers, in the Covid-19 pandemic in the Czech Republics. This is a very 

important and timely question. In order to study it, the author uses a SIRD model to estimate 

parameter k/U at regional level. The parameter aims to provide a measure of social distancing, 

including two main aspects people take into account when making decisions about social distancing: 

(i) risks associated with becoming infected and (ii) positive value of social contacts. In the last step, 

the author regresses share of skilled labour on this parameter. The results document positive 

relationship between these variables, in line with the results of studies from other countries.  

 
Contribution 

The author provides a contribution to the existing literature on the relationship between social 

distancing and workforce composition, especially by focusing on the context of the Czech Republic. I 

also appreciate an interesting combination of several methods to study the research question. 

 
Methods 

The author uses appropriate methods, which are clearly more advanced that what is required at the 

bachelor level. The description of the model is carefully executed, I appreciate the detailed explanation 

of various assumptions and description of potential limitations.  

In the econometric analysis, the key variable is the workforce composition measure. It was not clear to 

me, how exactly it was constructed. It is a share of high skilled labor, adding together managers, 

professionals, technicians and associated professionals. At the same time it excludes service and sales 

workers, skilled agricultural workers and many other categories. The thesis might benefit from clearer 

explanation of this main variable and the intuition behind its construction. Is the aim to capture the 

share of high skilled workers, or the share of workers who can more easily work from home? If the 

first, why? I was also a bit concerned about the low number of observations (N=14). 

 
Literature 

It is obvious that the author invested significant effort in studying the related literature and has a sound 

knowledge of the relevant studies. The thesis provides a nice overview of the literature which includes 

also the most recent contributions to the relevant literature. 

 
Manuscript form 

The thesis reads well and is written in good English. The text is well-structured and easy to follow. 
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Overall evaluation and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 

To sum up, I believe the thesis fulfills the requirements for a bachelor thesis at IES, Faculty of Social 

Sciences, Charles University. I recommend the thesis for the defense and suggest grade A.  

The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available 

sources. 

Suggested question for the discussion during the defense: 

- How exactly was the key variable measuring the workforce composition constructed and what 

did it aim to capture? 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 
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