ABSTRACT

The presented thesis deals with the relationship between humans and animals that return to the
Czech Republic due to various circumstances, especially national protection, and protection
within the European Union. This is a group of animals that have been exterminated from the
Czech wilderness for various reasons and upon their return cause damage, arouse fear and cause
controversy. The spontaneous return and reintroduction of some vertebrate species is, therefore,
considered a controversial topic at present because we are facing reintroduced and returning
species more and more frequently. This is why people should ideally be introduced to this topic
at primary schools, where the information is presented in a clear and didactic way, rather than
later on, for example, in the context of various attitudes-raising campaigns. For this reason, this
research was performed at primary schools, grammar schools and secondary vocational schools
training future foresters and fishermen, in order to determine what pupils' attitudes towards
these returning or reintroduced vertebrate species are and what can influence these attitudes.
This research was carried out in the form of a questionnaire survey with analyses in Jamovi and
Statistica 14. Subsequent analyses of the data revealed that students have generally positive
attitudes towards reintroduction and spontaneous returns of the species studied in the thesis.
Their overall reactions were shaped by fear of the species studied, but also by interest in the
species, which is fueled by their interest in studying biology. On the other hand, neither the
influence of education in terms of whether and how the teacher incorporates this topic in the
classroom, whether and which textbooks of biology are used for this purpose, nor the pupils'
knowledge of the species studied, have been confirmed. This suggests that pupils' positive
attitude towards the species in this thesis is not due to their knowledge of the species, which
was in this thesis generally below average. Therefore, when developing teaching materials on
this topic, it is necessary to focus on the pupils' emotional side, especially if the intention is to
shape their attitudes, or, alternatively, on the pupils' knowledge, if the intention is to increase

the knowledge of the biology of the species concerned.



