Aristotle’s conception of man as zoon politicon and its relevance today

Abstract

The thesis analyses Aristotle's conception of man as zoon politikon, which is the basis of
his ethical and political thought. In addition to the concept of man, this thesis explores
the broader ethical and political context of Aristotle's thought. Concepts such as rationality, free
action and justice are discussed. It then goes on to define the very concept of man as a political
creature. The starting point is Aristotle's biological writing, the Historia Animalium, where man
is presented as one of the political species found in nature. The biological basis is then elaborated
by a political and ethical investigation that places man in the context of the polis.

Subsequent explorations further develop a holistic and complex conception of man.
Aristotle's conception of human life, reason and happiness is explained. This is followed by
an examination of man in interpersonal relations in the community. Attention is focused on
the relations between master and slave, man and woman, individual and community.

By synthesizing the findings, it is then possible to develop a delineation of the concept of
man as zoon politikon that is not dependent on the environment of the ancient Greek city-state.
Five basic elements of this conception are identified - the drive to live in a group,
the specialization of functions based on innate differences, the need for hierarchical organization,
the capacity for speech, and the universal human striving to achieve happiness. In order to fulfill
human political nature in society, there is the added requirement of creating a so-called public
space - a place where free and equal individuals meet to achieve common goals. Since it is only
in such a space that the good life can be fully pursued, the next exploration focuses on the search
for such a space in today's society. The latter is examined from a public law perspective
(the relationship between the state and the citizen), but also from a private law perspective
(the relationship between citizens). Most attention is then focused on the most widespread
hierarchical arrangement between citizens today - the employee-employer relationship. This is
based on the concept of the human being examined, but in contrast to Aristotle, the principle of
human dignity is added, which forms the value basis of today's society. In this way, a critique

of the democratic legitimacy of today's employment relationship is established.
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