
Abstract

The dissertation deals with the knowledge and reconstruction of the historical landscape of the early
to the upper modern period using cartographic sources, maps of the estates from the 18th and
the first half of the 19th century, which have not been exploited so far. It seeks answers to the
questions of what changes occurred in the landscape during this period and documents them,
especially on the example of the serfdom towns in Bohemia. The dissertation is interdisciplinary
in nature. It tries to contribute to research in historical geography and to fit thematically into the
concept of studying historical landscapes (from identification and documentation to understanding
the meanings of their transformations). However, it also uses the approaches of historical
cartography in the research, analysis and processing of hitherto neglected cartographic sources –
sources of information about the past.

Attention in the study of historical landscapes and urban history has so far been paid rather to
the younger period from the mid-19th century onwards, mainly because of the availability, mostly
wider possibilities of processing the necessary historical sources (topographically more accurate old
maps and plans of comparative character) and the accuracy of their narrative value. The older
period up to the middle of the 19th century has been studied mainly in the works of historians. In
urban history, the focus was mainly on the formation of medieval (royal) towns, regardless of the use
of cartographic sources. The thesis therefore seeks to fill in the "empty spaces" in the knowledge
about the state and development of historical landscapes – especially information about the
so-called pre-industrial landscape in the 18th and first half of the 19th century, which was not yet
influenced by the Industrial Revolution. At the same time, it presents old maps of the estate as
archival material that has not yet been explored very much.

The aims of the dissertation were divided into two levels. The first level is the identification and
analysis of individual maps, where the aim was to reconstruct the pre-industrial landscape using
the example of estates and serfdom towns represented from different areas of Bohemia.
Furthermore, to compare the results of the reconstruction with the state of the landscape depicted
on comparative cartographic sources – the first military mapping and the stable cadastre;
to interpret the changes in the landscape of the serfdom towns, to identify the main driving forces
of change, to understand the causes and connections. The second level is devoted to the analysis
of individual estate maps, understanding the significance of their creators, appreciating the artistic
aspect of maps and their primary purpose and function.

The thesis is divided into three parts. The first part introduces the general background of research
on historic landscapes in historical geography and suggests its connection with historical
cartography. It then turns to cartographic sources and towns and discusses various approaches
to research on this topic in Czechia. The second part of the thesis includes its own empirical
research on six areas of interest, or estates of Bohemia, which represent different territories in terms
of their geographical location and predominant functions in the settlement system. These are
the estates of Jilemnice, Přísečnice, the South Bohemian and East Bohemian Nové Hrady, Sloup
and Plasy. After a brief introduction of the territory based on contemporary topographical works, it
contains an analysis of selected maps of the estates, their comparison and a closer analysis of the



serfdom towns (Jilemnice, Přísečnice, Nové Hrady, Proseč, Nový Bor and Kralovice). The final part
of the thesis presents a comparative analysis of all the studied areas, serfdom towns, as well as
the estate maps themselves as unique cartographic sources. It discusses the results of the research
and their contribution to historical geography and historical cartography.

The research of cartographic sources of the selected areas of interest has shown that estate maps
are a relevant source of information about the landscape of the pre-industrial period.
It demonstrates the transformation of land use already in the second half of the 18th century
(changes in the extent of agricultural land, the increase in built-up areas, but on the contrary also the
stability of forest areas), especially under the influence of natural, cultural, economic and political
driving forces. In comparison with other types of sources, it reliably reflects not only the picture
of the economically exploited modern landscape itself, but also of the serfdom towns as centres
of the so-called proto-urbanisation processes.
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