
Abstract 

This thesis is dedicated to French intervention in Mali between the years 2013 and 2022. 

Insurgency in Mali led to the deployment of French forces in Operation Serval from 2013 to 

2014. However, because of the unstable situation was French presence in Mali prolonged, and 

Operation Serval was succeeded by Operation Barkhane. In this case is tested claim of a group 

of authors that French counterinsurgency became similar to the US counterinsurgency after 

their cooperation in Afghanistan. In order to answer the research question Has French 

counterinsurgency become similar to the US counterinsurgency? by proving/disproving settled 

hypothesis are conducted qualitative analyses of Operations Serval and Barkhane. The 

theoretical framework is provided by the concept of Counterinsurgency´s Impossible Trilemma 

by Lorenzo Zambernardi. The results of both analyses and thus the overall result is disproval 

of the hypothesis because the French nature of counterinsurgency has not changed, however, 

the writing of current French doctrine was inspired by the US counterinsurgency doctrine. 

 


