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Criteria Definition Maximum Points 

Major Criteria    

 Contribution and argument 
(quality of research and 
analysis, originality) 

40  

 Research question 
(definition of objectives, 
plausibility of hypotheses) 

13  

 Theoretical framework 
(methods relevant to the 
research question)  

13  

Total  66  

Minor Criteria    

 Sources, literature 7  

 Presentation (language, 
style, cohesion) 

4  

 Manuscript form (structure, 
logical coherence, layout, 
tables, figures) 

4  

Total  15  

    

TOTAL  81  

 
 
 

Reviewer’s commentary according to the above criteria: 

 

Victor Hereth in his BA Thesis brought into focus a range of social and economic 

issues relevant to the climate change debate and underpinned by the concepts of 

solidaristic consciousness and action, and an innovative concept of Social Solidarity 

Economics. The overall goal of the thesis is spelled coherently and executed with a 

fair degree of analytic skill, with the data about the ongoing climate change debate in 

Germany brought into a sharp focus. My overall impression of Victor’s thesis is that 



each part of it contains elements that are commendable, while at the same time the 

shortcomings are also apparent. 

Methodology, to begin with, is practically non-existent despite the fact that on the 

face of it the thesis is ambitious, with elements of PPE-interdisciplinarity that would 

naturally require some serious methodological framework. ‘Literature review’ is 

perhaps the most charitable description of the method employed throughout the 

thesis. In other words, much of the thesis reads like a summary of various 

publications of other authors. Some sections of the thesis are based on quite limited 

academic sources (the chapter about Social Solidarity Economics being perhaps 

most disappointing, especially given that one might be made to believe that this will 

be the culmination of the entire thesis). On the other hand, Victor’s discussion of the 

concept and function of social solidarity is well grounded in the literature (which is 

objectively limited). 

Victor attempts at times to speak with his own voice, expressing his intellectual 

preferences, but this is not an excellent thesis compared with what some other 

students of the same study programme have shown to be capable of. 

 

Proposed grade (A-B-C-D-E-F): B 

 

Suggested questions for the defence are:  

(1) Do any serious economists support the concept of Social Solidarity Economics 

or is it an “emerging” trend? 

(2) Thomas Hobbes envisages a socio-political order in which society achieves 

optimal outcomes driven by shared interest rather than solidarity. Couldn’t the 

progress in the climate protection area be achieved in a Hobbesian manner, 

without the injection of solidarity? 

(3)  Given the conflicts of interests and conflicts of values that seem to be 

characteristic of the current global state of affairs, what might ground the global 

solidarity that is required, on your account, to tackle the climate crisis? You show 

the limits of such solidarity even within one nation state (Germany), why to be 

optimistic about the chances of generating global solidarity? 
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Overall grading scheme at F S V UK: 
T O T A L POINTS GRADE Quality standard 

91 - 1 0 0 A = outstanding (high honor) 
8 1 - 9 0 B = superior (honor) 
7 1 - 8 0 C = good 
61 - 7 0 D = satisfactory 

51 - 6 0 E = low pass at a margin of failure 

0 - 5 0 F = failing. The thesis is not recommended for defence. 


