Abstract

This diploma thesis deals with the topic, whether European union is a world power or not at
all. The aim of this diploma thesis was to find out if European union is a world power in hard
power or soft power, alternatively what is stopping EU from becoming world power in those
phenomenas. Futhermore thesis is working with the hypothesis, that EU is world power and in
its foreign policy uses primarily soft power tools. Within qualitative research was used
method of comparative analysis. EU was compared with United states, China and Russia. In
the summary are results of observation from which emerged, that EU is world power mainly
in soft power. Even through the fact, that according to realism as a theory of international
relantions it possess all capabilities needed to be a world power in hard power. The main
obstacle to become a world power in the field of hard power is mainly the lack of political

will or decades long underfundation of member states armies.



