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Abstract 

This thesis is focused on the analysis of the Russian strategic narratives through the prism of two 

Russian energy projects – Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream. News from two Russian mass media 

(Channel One and RIA Novosti) is the object of analysis. With the help of this work, it can be 

answered what strategic narratives Russia was using from 2015 to 2021 and how Russia perceive 

itself internally. Moreover, this work can demonstrate how Russia sees its relationship with the 

EU as the end customer of Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream. 

Abstrakt 

Tato práce je zaměřena na analýzu ruských strategických narativů prizmatem dvou ruských 

energetických projektů-Nord Stream 2 a TurkStream. Předmětem analýzy jsou zprávy ze dvou 

ruských masmédií (První kanál a RIA Novosti). Pomocí této práce lze odpovědět, jaké strategické 

příběhy Rusko používalo v letech 2015 až 2021 a jak se Rusko vnitřně vnímá. Tato práce navíc 

může ukázat, jak Rusko vnímá svůj vztah s EU, jakožto s koncovým zákazníkem Nord Stream 2 

a TurkStream. 
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Introduction 
 

In 2021 Russia had an extremely prominent place in the EU gas market. A significant part 

of all gas supplies was coming to the EU from Russia. For many years, Russia has been presenting 

itself as a reliable energy partner for Europe although there was a debate whether Russian energy 

projects are a powerful geopolitical tool to control its European partners. However, Russia has 

always publicly denied such intentions toward its energy partners. Nevertheless, as it is quite well 

known how Russia expressed itself externally towards its energy projects, there was an absence of 

knowledge of how Russia presents its energy projects internally to its own citizens. 

Besides Russian energy projects, Russia has been raising and expanding in the international 

arena since 2008. Some scientists claim that Russia started to act as a great power and as a strong, 

autonomous state at least for the past decade (Szostek, 2017: 576). But how is it expressed and 

presented from the Russian side? As lately Russian energy projects were determined as political 

and controversial by the side of the US and other Western countries to some extent, it can be 

reasonable to use the perspective of the Russian energy projects to answer those questions. The 

main purpose for this can be to see the tendencies of how Russia is presenting those projects, itself 

– if it is posture itself as a great power internally, and its relations with the end customer – the EU. 

As this work will concentrate on the Russian image and Russia's presentation of events through its 

energy projects internally, the main source for analysis of pro-governmental Russian mass media 

channels has been chosen. 

Due to the fact that one of the most current Russian energy projects is Nord Stream 2, this 

project will be used in this research to identify how Russia postures itself internally through its 

own mass media. In case to increase the dataset and to see if there are the same tendencies for 

other Russian energy projects, the project TurkStream will be taken into consideration. The 

research will be focused on how Russia presents itself and its energy projects in the two Russian 

pro-governmental mass media as Channel One and RIA Novosti. From the theoretical point of 

view, the approach of strategic narratives will be applied. The timeframe of the news analysis for 

this research can be determined by the time period from 2015 to 2021. 
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As the research questions for this work can be considered such as:  

o Does Russia use the strategic narrative concept in news broadcasting on energy projects 

(Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream) between Russia and the EU?  

o If yes, how they are expressed?  

o And what are the main narratives that can be identified?  

o Can it be stated that Russia presents itself as a great power internally?   

The structure of the analysis will be as follows. Firstly, the theoretical part will be taken 

into consideration. In the theoretical part literature review on the topic can be found as well as a 

description of the strategic narrative concept and relevant information regarding Russia and its 

energy projects. Secondly, the practical part will follow. The practical part will be focused on the 

mass media assessment of the news regarding the Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream. Moreover, the 

practical part will cover the most significant findings regarding Russian strategic narratives. 

Thirdly, the conclusion will sum up the analyses in case to provide answers to the research 

questions and give an overview of the research findings.    
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1. Theoretical part 

This chapter is divided into 10 separate sections. Each of the sections dedicates to a 

particular topic. Firstly, will be covered the literature review on the usage of the strategic narrative 

concept in the example of Russia. Secondly, a strategic narrative approach will be presented in the 

case to provide an overview of the theoretical base. Thirdly, the Russian strategic narrative will be 

taken into consideration. Furthermore, the chapter will provide an overview on such topics as 

Russian energy projects and Russian perception of the collective West. At the end of the chapter, 

the timeline of the thesis as well as its hypothesis and research questions can be found.  

1.1. Literature review 

The topic of strategic narrative in the context of Russia has become quite well-elaborated 

over the last 5 years. It can be connected to several factors but, to be more precise, researchers are 

attracted by how Russia positions itself through strategic narrative in the international arena and 

domestically. While a lot of research can be found on the EU energy security and Russian energy 

policy, which mainly focus on such aspects as geopolitics, technical aspects, and economic 

relations (Radovanovic, 2018; Talseth, 2017; Tichy, 2019) there is no such study that analyzes 

Russian strategic narratives through the prism of its energy projects with the EU.   

As strategic narrative can be used internally and as well externally, scientists investigate 

both sides.  

For instance, Olivier Schmitt in his article “When are strategic narratives effective? The 

shaping of political discourse through the interaction between political myths and strategic 

narratives” (2018)  focuses on the Russian strategic narrative that is broadcasted abroad. The main 

goal of his research is to understand if a strategic narrative's effectiveness and its impact depend 

on the degree to which it resonates with local political myths (Schmitt, 2018: 488). In this research, 

the author analyzes Russian external strategic narrative through the prism of how France 

perceptions it. Schmitt assumes that if the strategic narrative can resonate with the audience’s 

story/myth then it would be easier to persuade them as it would be more consistent (Schmitt, 2018: 

488). As well, the author identifies the main Russian strategic narratives which are: 1) The US 

unipolarity is detrimental to a multipolar order; 2) European countries are dominated by the US; 

3) Dangerous Western military interventionism; 4) Vladimir Putin brought order to a weakened 

Russia; 5) Russia has been “humiliated” by the West after the end of the Cold War; 6) Russia’s 
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“conservative values” protect European civilization. However, it cannot be stated that those 

narratives are universal and can be applied to the domestic audience as almost none of these 

narratives were identified in the practical part of this thesis.  

Moving to investigations on strategic narrative presence in domestic politics, the work of 

Robert S. Hinck, Randolph Kluver & Skye Cooley – “Russia re-envisions the world: strategic 

narratives in Russian broadcast and news media during 2015” (2018) should be mentioned. In this 

article, the authors focus on Russia's news media and on how they promote a narrative framework, 

which portrays the Kremlin's worldview (Hinck et al.,2018: 21). Researchers suppose that these 

narratives help to construct domestic cohesion in Russia while fending off criticisms by Western 

countries (Hinck et al.,2018: 21). As well, they state that Russian media plays a crucial role in 

defining new Russian identity (Hinck et al.,2018: 22). What makes this investigation unique and 

valuable is the fact that researchers focus not only on pro-governmental channels and their 

broadcast but as well on the “neutral” and oppositional channels.   

One more relevant article on the topic has been done by Dr. Joanna Szostek – “Defence 

and Promotion of Desired State Identity in Russia’s Strategic Narrative” (2017), lecturer at the 

University of Glasgow. In this study, the author is willing to find out what are the main strategic 

narratives that Russia is broadcasting. According to the author, several narratives can be identified: 

1) “The US is generating the world’s problems while European states are (to varying degrees) led 

astray by US influence" is a prominent plotline in the Russian narrative which serves to protect the 

European component of the Russian identity” (Szostek, 2017: 581-582). 2) “Commercial and 

business ties between Russia and the EU are continuing to develop, despite political tensions, 

because both sides have so much to gain from ‘pragmatic cooperation.” (Szostek, 2017: 582). 3) 

“The US is seeking global dominance and acting without due consultation with other international 

actors” (Szostek, 2017: 582). To add,  these narratives will be identified in the practical part of this 

thesis to some extent. 

As has been already mentioned, the research that could help to trace the Russian strategic 

narratives through the prism of its energy project is absent. Nevertheless, it is quite a common 

technique to analyze Russia's strategic narrative through various politically valuable events. As an 

example, the Master Thesis of Simona Andronaco on the topic “Strategic Narratives in Media 

Representations of the Refugee Crisis of 2015” (2018) can be presented. The author is 

investigating “how RT and BBCW portray the refugee crisis and the international actors handling 
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it and whether they act strategically, constructing a competing understanding of what is going on 

in the international arena and of what could or should happen in the future” (Andronaco, 2018:8). 

In contrast to mentioned thesis, in this research, only Russian strategic narratives that are 

broadcasted internally in two pro-governmental Russian mass-media will be taken into 

consideration.  

1.2. Strategic narrative in international relations 

Because the academic scope of this work will be based on phenomena such as strategic 

narrative and techniques that can help to identify its presence, the theoretic overview on this topic 

will be taken into consideration in this chapter. The main sources of theoretic overview are the 

book by Alister Miskimmon, Ben O'Loughlin, and Laura Roselle: Strategic Narratives: 

Communication Power and the New World Order (2013) as well as scientific articles on this topic. 

The book has been chosen because of compressive explanatory content that can clearly 

demonstrate how strategic narrative mechanisms works and what is the most important – what 

they are in general and how they can be identified. Also, it has to be mentioned that almost all 

authors, which work with the concept of strategic narrative, are using the book Miskimmon et al., 

as the theoretic base to conduct the research.  

Hence, what is a strategic narrative? First of all, strategic narrative can be considered as a 

part of what we know as a soft power concept. Soft power, according to Joseph S. Nye, is the 

ability to influence the agenda, persuade and create positive attraction is one way of influencing 

others and obtaining desired outcomes (Nye, 2011, as cited in Szostek, 2017: 572). As well it 

includes such a phenomenon as nation branding. A key goal of nation branding is to evoke a 

positive, emotional reaction from foreign audiences, generally with the hope of boosting foreign 

investment (Browning, 2015, as cited in Szostek, 2017: 573). Nevertheless, nation branding does 

not only focus on foreign audiences but as well on domestic ones.  

If a narrative combines the interests and goals of its communicator, then it can be 

considered strategic, by suggesting the desired end state and how that might be achieved (Szostek, 

2017: 575). In general, because narratives assist in achieving a goal, they are strategic (Alister et 

al., 2013: 23).  

By whom are strategic narratives are utilized and what for? To start off, strategic narratives 
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are used by political actors to construct a shared understanding of the past, present, and future of 

international politics in order to influence their behavior (Alister et al., 2013: 2). Political actors 

use strategic narratives to extend their influence, manage expectations, and change the 

environment in which they operate (Alister et al., 2013: 2). As the main point, strategic narrative 

is aimed at influencing others' behavior (Alister et al., 2013: 2).  According to the authors, strategic 

narratives is quite an important concept to understand how the major dynamics in IR are generated 

and shaped (Alister et al., 2013: 1). That is why the idea of strategic narrative has become 

significant in the fields of war, security, and strategic communication (Alister et al., 2013: 3). The 

most important, strategic narrative engage an audience. The purpose of engaging an audience is to 

make them behave in a way they otherwise wouldn't (Alister et al., 2013: 23). As well as achieving 

behavioral change, the strategic narrative may help construct the identity of actors and systems 

(Alister et al., 2013: 105). Identity construction can have two directions – internal and external, 

that can deviate from each other. Domestic constituencies are not traditionally considered part of 

public diplomacy; however, communications technology and the interconnected nature of 

information today result in a blurring of boundaries between diplomatic activities beyond the 

borders and inside of them (Huijgh, 2012 cited in Hinck et al.,2018: 22). 

Narratives can be created strategically, but political actors cannot produce any narrative at 

any time (Alister et al., 2013: 5). It leads us to the fact that, even though the strategic narrative is 

powerful, it has to fulfill precise conditions and to reflect on related circumstances. According to 

Alister et al., those conditions are determined by domestic and international political contexts, the 

communication environment, and the goals of the politicians (Alister et al., 2013: 5). Creating the 

reality of events for audiences is the task (Alister et al., 2013: 23). Also, what should be taken into 

consideration is that reality should fit into myths/frames and stories that the audience is familiar 

with. For instance, Oliver Schmitt in his article “When are strategic narratives effective? The 

shaping of political discourse through the interaction between political myths and strategic 

narratives” argue that an external strategic narrative's ability to resonate with local political myths 

determines its effectiveness and impact (Schmitt, 2018: 488). The same can be stated about internal 

ones. As mentioned by Robert S. Hinck, Randolph Kluver & Skye Cooley in their article “Russia 

re-envisions the world: strategic narratives in Russian broadcast and news media during 2015”, 

while leaders have considerable freedom to construct strategic narratives, they are constrained by 

domestic and international political contexts and their communication environment (Hinck et 
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al.,2018: 23). As well, myths should be maintained by the ruling coalition to justify its policies 

and power; otherwise, the rulers will endanger their rule (Snyder, 1991, as cited in Alister et al., 

2013: 33).  

Important to mention that actors are central to narrative structure (Alister et al., 2013: 5). 

In addition, it should be identified who can be considered as an actor of strategic narratives: a state 

(hegemonic powers, great powers, normal powers, rising powers, weak states) as well as a non-

state (transnational advocacy, networks, multinational corporations, terrorist organizations) actors 

(Alister et al., 2013: 41). In our case, as the main focus is Russia and its geopolitical ambitions, 

state actors will be in forefront of the analysis. Quite importantly to mention that as the Alister et 

al. characterize each type of state actor in the book, the description of “great power” in a frame of 

strategic narrative can be determined: an emphasis on sovereignty (independence of action), 

leadership (structuring the system), and responsibility (to others) are characteristics of great power 

within the strategic narrative (Alister et al., 2013: 35). In a frame of the strategic narrative, it can 

be assumed that Russia falls into this description. Not by being a great power but by behaving and 

broadcasting itself domestically as a great power.   

An important technique that is included in the strategic narrative concept is framing. 

According to Robert Entman, framing involves selecting and highlighting some aspects of events 

or issues and making connections among them to encourage a particular interpretation, evaluation, 

or solution (Alister et al., 2013: 7). Political leaders, journalists, and other elites engage in framing 

as a way of shaping public opinion (Alister et al., 2013: 7). As well, another quite common 

approach that is quite often used is template usage. In a role of the template can be used some 

events through which new events are given meaning - the color revolutions of Eastern Europe as 

a template for the Arab uprisings in 2011, "another Vietnam" and "quagmire" as templates for the 

US in Iraq after 2003 (Alister et al., 2013: 6). Moreover, it can be stated that the strategic narrative 

in IR is often presented as a binary - good and evil, democratic and authoritarian (Alister et al., 

2013: 60). 

Furthermore, three types of narratives can be distinguished: system narrative, identity 

narrative, and issue narrative (Alister et al., 2013: 7). A system narrative describes the structure of 

international affairs. Identity narratives explore the identities of actors in international affairs, who 
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are in a constant state of negotiation and contestation. Issue narratives are strategic in the sense 

that they shape the terrain on which policy discussions are held (Alister et al., 2013: 7).  

In order to understand strategic narratives, we need to understand actors' strategic goals 

and types of communication. Communicative goals include establishing an agenda, legitimizing, 

diverting attention, securing acquiescence, enhancing popularity, and mobilizing people. The 

purpose of strategic narratives may be short-term or long-term (Alister et al., 2013: 8).  Long-term 

goals often require strategic narratives in order to boost positive perceptions of the actor. This 

includes public diplomacy (Alister et al., 2013: 9). With today's technology, audience members 

can become actors themselves, commenting, liking, and remixing images, information, and 

narratives (Alister et al., 2013: 11). It is important to mention because later, in the practical part, it 

can be seen how this approach is used by one of the chosen mass media. The way we understand 

our world is shaped by narratives (Roselle et al. op. cit., Robertson 2017), hence, a compelling 

narrative can make a huge impact on our ability to convince ourselves of the positive effect of a 

policy or the moral righteousness of a nation (Andronaco, 2018:15).  

As the main channels for broadcasting states are using the mass media, or, as it called in 

a book - media ecologies. Because in the book authors quite often use the example of the US to 

demonstrate the theory on practice, it should be stated that Russian media ecology is significantly 

different. This difference and in general Russia's media ecology overview will be given in the 

chapter  “Russian media ecology” (p. 10).  

 

1.3. Russian identity through the prism of strategic narrative 

It can be stated that the Russian identity accent was almost always one of the main cores 

of Russian domestic politics. It can be stated not only for Russia but as well as for the Russian 

Empire. “Russia has it is own way (У России свой путь)” – it is quite a common phrase that 

reflects how Russia and Russians see themselves in domestic politics as well as in the international 

arena. It can be assumed that this is one of the main strategic narratives that has been used by 

Russian authorities for a long time. If after the Soviet Union dissolution Russia was seeking for its 

identity and was even taking into consideration rapprochement with the Western countries, in 2007 

Munich speech of Vladimir Putin put an end to the search. Vladimir Putin quite clearly stated that 

“Russia is a country with a history that spans more than a thousand years and has practically always 
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used the privilege to carry out an independent foreign policy” and that they are not ready to give 

up this privilege (Munich speech of Vladimir Putin, 2007). After, this privilege has been shown in 

Georgia, Ukraine, Syria. Russia started to act as a great power and as a strong, autonomous state 

at least for the past decade (Szostek, 2017: 576). 

At the same time, Russia during the last decade was trying to establish diplomacy 

channels with the EU and was trying to create the image of itself as of reliable energy partner. For 

instance, by the means of the various energy project that were realized or just planned  

Another question is if that narrative is Russia is broadcasting can be considered effective. 

According to Dr. Joanna Szostek, Russia's strategic narrative appears effective within its borders: 

it is widely accepted and reproduced, allowing its citizens to continue to perceive their country as 

being 'great' and its tensions with Europe as a result of malign American influence, not a lack of 

'European-ness' (Szostek, 2017: 588-589).  

 

1.4. Strategic narrative of collective “West” 

As the EU countries can be identified as the important element of the current news 

analysis, the theoretic perception of how generally Russia perceives those countries should be 

given. The West ('Zapad') occupies a prominent position in Russian political and media discourse, 

but so does Europe ('Yevropa') - and a distinction between the two must be drawn (Szostek, 2017: 

578). While Europe and the West refer to overlapping groups of states, they have quite different 

geopolitical meanings (Muller, 2009 cited in Szostek, 2017: 578). The West has been viewed 

primarily as an entity from which Russia has been excluded - a "community of states separated 

from Russia" dominated primarily by Russia's rival, the United States (O’Loughlin et al., 2009 

cited in Szostek, 2017: 578). 

According to Russian official statements as well as media commentary, hypocrisy was 

one of the most commonly cited characteristics of the West collectively and of the individual 

Western states (Szostek, 2017: 579). The West, especially the US, seeks to dominate the world by 

acting independently without consulting the rest of the world (Szostek, 2017: 582). Another goal-

oriented plotline is Russia's 'inevitable' continuation of its cooperation with Europe. Russia's 

leaders and state media present a narrative suggesting that despite political tensions, commercial 

and business relations between Russia and the EU are still growing because both sides gain so 

much from "pragmatic cooperation" (Lavrov, 2014 cited in Szostek, 2017: 582). 
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The Russian strategic narrative regarding the collective “West” seems to be working on the 

domestic front. A survey shows that the general population shares a similar narrative with the state 

about itself and other international actors. According to the results of a survey conducted in late 

September 2014, 79 percent of respondents viewed the united response of Western countries to 

Russia's Ukraine policy as a form of pressure on Russia that weakened its influence abroad rather 

than justified criticism (Levada Center cited in Szostek, 2017: 586).  

Energy cooperation between Russia and the EU has been questioned quite a lot, 

especially in the light of energy resources diversification, which the EU has announced as the main 

priority. Such countries as the US expressed a lot its concern and applied sanctions on several 

energy projects between the EU and Russia. Internationally and domestically those attempts to 

stop natural resources cooperation were presented as the US is a problem creator and European 

states are (to varying degrees) led astray by US influence (Szostek, 2017: 580-581). The idea 

behind this narrative is to illustrate that had America not interfered with the European-Russian 

relationship, it would be much closer and less troubled (Szostek, 2017: 581).  To add, in the 

narrative that Russia is broadcasting, Germany and France are countries the US is particularly 

desperate to prevent from becoming closer to Russia (Szostek, 2017: 581). Moreover, as it will be 

shown in the practical part, the narrative that Russian energy projects can negatively affect the 

relationships between the US and the EU is quite present in mass media as well. 

To conclude, Russian strategic narrative towards the collective West can be interpreted 

as an “Anti-American”, “Anti-Western”, but not as “Anti-European”. 

 

1.5. Russian media ecology 

Moving to the Russian media ecology. As has already been stated, because, in the book, 

which is utilized as the main source of strategic narrative for this investigation, authors quite often 

use the example of the US to demonstrate the theory on practice, it should be stated that Russian 

media ecology is significantly different. Firstly, the statement is based on the fact that the mass 

media ambiance in Russia is not as varied and diverse as in the US. The vast majority of Russian 

media sources are broadcasting the official position of the Kremlin, it can be related to domestic 

to external topics. And because the number of channels that are broadcasting absolutely identical 

points of view is extremely high, it can be supposed that people trust to broadcasted ideas more 

than if there were any alternative that might make them doubt some news or facts. Secondly, there 
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is a lack of free mass media in Russia. A few free media sources such as Novaya Gazeta, Meduza, 

and channel Dozhd have quite a marginal position and are not considered a trustful source of 

information by the majority of the society. Thirdly, the Russian media ecology is reflecting the 

dominant-party system (in contrast to the US where the mass media ambiance is reflecting the 

two-party system) and authoritarian regime and excludes by itself almost any alternative point of 

view that is different from pro-governmental. In addition, in 2021 both Meduza and Dozhz, as a 

number of other Russian mass media and even a number of individuals, were recognized as foreign 

agents by the Russian government. Such authorities’ actions can lead to the absolute disappearance 

of any alternative source of information inside of Russia and can only increase the power of 

strategic narratives translated through authorized pro-government mass media channels. 

It is important to add, that in February-March of 2022 the situation with alternative/free 

channels worsened due to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. A significant amount of alternative 

information sources was blocked or suspended their activities because of changes in Russian 

criminal legislation. Nevertheless, as this analysis focuses on the period until 2021 and on pro-

governmental channels, it does not reflect changes that happened with the invasion.   

To give an overview on strategic narrative in Russian mass media, it can be stated that 

Russian state narrative is widely speeded among many, uncritical TV channels, newspapers, radio 

stations, and websites while rival narratives are limited or not presented at all (Szostek, 2017: 588; 

Akopov, Aslanyan, Boliatchevets, & Slusarchuk, 2017 cited in Hinck et al.,2018: 22). Quite often 

rival narratives can be used by pro-governmental mass media sources as antagonism to strengthen 

the narrative effect. Important to add, Russian pro-governmental channels have changed the 

manner to broadcast in the last decade. If before the news were presented in a more official way 

with some sort of objectivity and bare facts, in the last decade the news programs on the main 

channels including Chanel One have started to use more and more author point of view as well as 

dramaturgy. Under dramaturgy are meant visual and audio effects that make news reports more 

emotional and hence more convincing for the audience.   

1.6. Energy projects Russia-EU 

It is important to clarify why the energy projects prism has been chosen to analyze the 

strategic narrative in this research.  
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Energy resources were always one of the most important “connectors” between Russia and 

the EU. Even during the times of USSR's existence, European countries were relying on the Soviet 

gas and oil supplies. Hence, cooperation in the field has a long history.  

For quite a long time, Russia has been the main supplier of petroleum oils and natural gas 

to the EU. For instance, in 2020 share of Russian gas exports to the EU was 43,4 %, and for 

petroleum, the number was 25,5 % (Eurostat, 2021a). In the past, the main gas pipeline from Russia 

to the EU was going through Ukraine. But, after various problems with the gas supply through the 

territory of Ukraine, Europe started to look for an alternative gas route to make the supplies more 

reliable and sustainable. As a result, the project of the Nord Stream pipeline that was implemented 

in 2011 was created. As the demand was growing, the EU started to seek additional facilities that 

could provide more gas to the EU, and, as the outcome of this necessity, Nord Stream 2 appeared. 

Several EU countries (Germany as the most interested country in Nord Stream and Nord Stream 

2), as well as Russia, tried to demonstrate that this project is nothing more than just profitable 

economic cooperation without any political subtext. 

During the spring of 2021 Russia and the EU were definitely experiencing a diplomatic 

crisis. Foreign Minister of Russia S. Lavrov stated on 23rd of March 2021: “Moscow has no 

relations with the European Union as an organization since its structure (essence) was destroyed 

by unilateral decisions of Brussels” (RIA Novosti, 2021g). Certainly, the EU countries were 

criticizing Putin’s way of managing Russian foreign policy. Quite tough sanctions against Russia 

as a consequence of the Crimea annexation can be used as the best example of such “criticism”. 

Also, the case of the poisoning of Russian oppositionist Alexey Navalny and the political trial 

against him triggered a new wave of deterioration of relations. 

Nevertheless, even under those conditions Russia and the EU  found a common ground for 

cooperation but rather economic than political. And one of the biggest projects where the 

cooperation kept going was the Nord Stream 2 pipeline. However, even this cooperation was not 

going as smooth because of quite a strong US position against the project and its sanctions against 

several companies that used to participate in pipeline construction. According to several 

administrations of the US, “Nord Stream 2 is a bad deal — for Germany, for Ukraine, and for our 

Central and Eastern European allies and partners”  (U.S. Department of State, 2021a). The US 
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insisted that Russia is trying to use the future pipeline as a geopolitical project to split the EU and 

to weaken its energy security  (U.S. Department of State, 2021a). 

As it is quite well demonstrated, energy cooperation between Russia and the EU triggers 

clashes among many actors and their interests. This includes Russia, the EU, the US, Ukraine. 

Moreover, the EU should be separated into several groups of interest as it cannot be stated that all 

EU members perceive cooperation with Russia on energy projects as a beneficial deal.  

As the main energy project to trace strategic narratives has been chosen Nord Stream 2. It 

can be stated that this project is one of the most famous due to long-term discussions about it. The 

Nord Stream 2 was supposed to supply the gas from Russia to Germany through the Baltic Sea. It 

was firstly announced in 2017, exploitation should have started in 2019-2020, nevertheless, due to 

many factors, Nord Stream 2 is not functioning yet (on the date 23.03.2022). Among the factors 

why this pipeline is still in the progress, can be considered: 1) Intentions of Germany to separate 

the gas owner and the network operator; 2) Denmark, which participates in the project, was not 

allowing to start laying pipes in their exclusive economic zone for a long time as well as on its 

continental shelf; 3) Needed certification as for an independent transport system operator; 4) 

Sanctions of the US and it is consequences for pipe laying companies; 5) Germany that suspended 

the certification of the gas pipeline due to fact that Russia recognized the self-proclaimed Donetsk 

People's Republic and the Luhansk People's Republic. In general, this project had and still has a 

lot of problems that were caused by different groups of interest inside of participant countries as 

well as by external interference. Furthermore, the controversiality of the project is connected to 

the fact that the project is perceived as political from the side of the US and some of the EU 

countries. Taking into consideration all those factors, it can be stated that Nord Stream 2 is an 

appropriate project to analyze the Russian strategic narratives on.  

Moreover, the second energy project has been chosen in case to compare the narratives and 

it is TurkSteam. TurkStream as a project for the first time appeared in Russian mass media in 2015 

and was the one that should have replaced failed “South stream”. It can be stated that TurkStream 

was as well influenced by different factors such as the US sanction and Russian-Turkish relations 

turbulence. Nevertheless, the project has commissioned in 2020. Although the Turk Stream was 

not involving Russia and the EU directly, EU countries are still partially the end consumer of the 
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gas from the TurkStream pipeline. Moreover, Turkey, as a NATO member, can be considered as 

an actor that is quite frequently associated with the part of the “collective West” but, nevertheless, 

that has distinctive features. Considering this fact, it can be valuable to include TurkStream to 

compare the narratives for both of the energy projects to find answers to the research question.  

  

1.7. Hypothesis and research questions 

Based on the theoretical scope it might be supposed that: 

Hypothesis 1: Russia broadcasts itself internally as a great power. 

Hypothesis 2: Russian great power posturing can be traced in strategic narratives that are 

represented thought the prism of Russia and the EU energy projects.  

Research questions: Does Russia use the strategic narrative concept in broadcasting news about 

energy projects between Russia and the EU? If yes, how they are expressed? And what are the 

main narratives that can be identified? Can it be stated that Russia is presenting itself internally as 

a great power?   

1.8. Research sources 

Based on the conceptual framework of strategic narratives, the empirical data are going to 

be Russian mass media sources. As such for the thesis were chosen Channel One Russia (Первый 

канал - https://www.1tv.ru/) and RIA Novosti (news agency - https://ria.ru/). The choice of mass 

media sources is conditioned by the popularity of the sources domestically and their data 

availability. For instance, Channel One Russia is one of the most popular Russian TV channels 

and, what it is also important, it has an archive news base that can be used for the research in case 

to analyze the strategic narratives over time. It can be stated that both sources are broadcasting 

news in a pro-governmental way and reflecting the current political course of Russia in external 

affairs. From those sources, the information about energy projects such as Nord Stream-2 and 

TurkStream will be taken, traced, and analyzed in case to identify the main strategic narratives. 

The technique of content analysis is going to be used. 

Besides news analysis, primary sources are going to be used. As such can be the results of 

population polls provided by Levada-center (https://www.levada.ru/en/).  



 

15 
 

1.9. Research technique 

As has already been mentioned, the news from two pro-governmental mass media will be 

the main scope for this work. The news will be selected according to the title of the news column 

– the title should contain words such as Nord Steam 2 and TurkStream, and, as well to the content 

of particular news. Content of the news should include not only the factual information but as well 

opinion/analysis/story/point of view. Moreover, selected news should be consistent and represent 

a certain idea that can be converted into a strategic narrative. News and narratives on Nord Stream 

2 and TurkStream will be analyzed separately, nevertheless, in the assessment part, they will be 

compared and considered together.  

After the news selection, all chosen news will be marked with codes and will form groups 

of news where, as it can be assumed, the same type of narrative is broadcasted. Based on news in 

narrative groups,  the strategic narratives can be determined.  

1.10. Timeline 

The period, during which the news about two chosen projects will be analyzed, can be 

determined by the year 2015-2021. The timeline is defined by the years when the projects were 

first announced and as well constructed. Moreover, such a large period of time can allow seeing 

how the strategic narratives were created and developed over time. As well, it can be considered 

that from 2015 to 2021 Russia itself was changing. The regime started to take a shape of a more 

suppressive one. Based on the practical part of the thesis, the changes (if there are) can be specified.  
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2. Practical part 

In the practical part of the work, the news assessment will be done. The news block will 

have four parts and will cover the news assessment on Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream on Channel 

One and RIA Novosti. Each of the topics on each channel will be analyzed separately. 50 selected 

news, which expresses a strategic narrative, will be covered in the assessment part. The practical 

part will be followed up by the list of codes and the strategic narrative identification chapter, where 

the main results of the news assessment will be presented.   

2.1. News assessment, Channel One (Nord Stream 2) 

Nord Stream 2 takes a prominent place on Channel one broadcast. From 1st of January 

2015 to 31 of December 2021 can be found 209 news on the topic Nord Stream 2 on Channel One. 

The majority of news just mentions this project in the text or in the title without further developing 

on this topic. Nevertheless, 46 news were identified as relevant for the assessment part on Nord 

Stream 2 on Channel One. As among of 46 news, there was a number of repeated statements and 

messages, only 14 news will be taken for more precise analysis. Moreover, it might be supposed 

that 14 selected news on Nord Stream 2 express in more obvious way the strategic narratives that 

it contains.  

The first mention of Nord Steam 2 on Channel one was on 4th of September of 2015. It was 

announced that: 

At the Eastern Economic Forum, new major contracts were signed. Among those signed 

are contracts for the construction of the Amur gas processing Plant, for the development of the 

Solntsevo coal deposit on Sakhalin and for the construction of the Nord Stream-2 gas pipeline in 

the Baltic Sea (Channel One, 2015a). 

As it can be stated, this news is enough pragmatic, demonstrating the facts and as well 

putting Nord Stream 2 in the same row as other economic or development projects. It can be 

perceived as general news. Nevertheless, it is important to mention how Nord Stream 2 has 

appeared for the first time on Channel one.  

Moving in the chronological order to the next news that has been shortlisted: 

Title: German Chancellor Angela Merkel met with Donald Trump during an 

official visit to the United States (27.04.2018). Сodes: SeUSAEU, InEU and EUsubUSA.  
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Angela Merkel is in Washington today. Officially speaking— on a visit. And as they say 

in their circle, she was called to the "pravesh". Of course! She signed Nord Stream—2. And 

categorically refused to make an additional contribution to the NATO budget… In short, she 

affords (to do that). Well, the consequences were not long in coming. These are the consequences. 

Unlike the previous one, the French one, (this visit has) a lower status. Non-governmental. What 

is there to talk about if 20 minutes are scheduled for negotiations... In general, it is clear who is 

America's ally and who is... it's not clear who at all. I would not like, I really would not like to 

think that the reason for that is that the chancellor of Germany is a woman. Maybe something on 

this topic will be clarified at the press conference at the White House, which is going on at this 

moment (Channel One, 2018a). 

First of all, this particular news is extremely sarcastic, and, therefore, very emotional. The 

words and writing style clearly demonstrate it. As well, a significant degree of the author's opinion 

can be detected. Secondly, in this news, the clear narrative of  “subjection” can be traced. The US 

subjection of Germany. Moreover, the narrative is claiming is that the US is “punishing” German 

representative - Angela Merkel, with meeting duration for its decisions regarding Nord Stream 2 

project signature. Thirdly, this story is pointing out that Germany made an independent decision 

toward Nord Stream 2. Hence, this project can give more “freedom” to its EU participants and 

finally make them “independent players” in the international arena. As the coding system is used 

for each of the news pieces, it can be stated that this news will have SeUSAEU (code description 

can be found on page no. 38), InEU, and EUsubUSA.  

Moving to the next news: 

Title: The US is preparing a package of sanctions on the Nord Stream 2 (19.08.2018). 

Codes: NUSA and UnRusEU.  

“Immediately after the meeting between Vladimir Putin and Angela Merkel, the influential 

American newspaper The Wall Street Journal reported: the United States is preparing a package 

of sanctions against Nord Stream 2. The publication refers to unnamed American officials who 

said that restrictive measures could be introduced literally within a few weeks. But so far there is 

no exact solution on this issue” (Channel One, 2018b). 

Based on this news, it can be seen that two narratives are included. First, it is the narrative 

that the US clearly demonstrates how much it against of Nord Stream 2, as well as of Russian-

German cooperation. Secondly, Russia and EU (presented by Germany) have a common position 
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regarding Nord Stream 2. Thereby, the codes that can be given to the news are NUSA and 

UnRusEU.  

Next news: 

Title: Russian gas supplies to Europe have become one of the main topics of talks 

between Vladimir Putin and Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz (04.10.2018). Codes: 

EUsubUSA and UnRusEU.  

“Russian gas supplies to Europe became one of the main topics of the press conference 

of Vladimir Putin and Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz… Journalists asked the president 

whether the construction of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline would be frozen under the threat of 

sanctions? The Russian leader recalled another project – South Stream. “Bulgaria initially 

advocated its implementation, but then, under pressure from partners from Europe, refused. Now 

they are sorry, and now they are talking about getting our gas through the TurkStream. I really 

would not like that whole Europe look like Bulgaria, to show such weakness and inability to defend 

its national interests. Already today, now almost 200, this year we will sell 200 billion to Europe. 

All available pipeline systems are operating at almost 100%, loaded. Well, the need is growing, 

and it will continue to grow. So, will Europe buy 30% more expensive gas from other regions, 

including the USA? It's possible, of course, but it's just stupidity and waste," Putin explained.” 

(Channel One, 2018c). 

Upon the news, two narratives can be identified: 1) Russian gas supplies projects are the 

common ground for Russia-EU cooperation; 2) the EU countries should not stop the projects 

because of the sanctions, otherwise, it will confirm their weakness and dependence on the US. 

Hence, the codes that can be given to the news are UnRusEU and EUsubUSA. 

Moving to the next news: 

Title: After discontent in the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine imposed martial law for 30 

days instead of 60 days (27.11.2018). Codes: SeUkEU and ZUKR. 

“The deputies of the Verkhovna Rada decided to take advantage of the situation and again 

asked the West to provide military assistance and to strengthen sanctions against Russia and 

abandon the construction of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline. The corresponding appeal was 

adopted at the meeting, which lasted until late in the evening the day before” (Channel One, 

2018d). 
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This news contains at least two important narratives. First, Nord Stream 2 is extremely 

non beneficial for Ukraine. Second, this energy project brings discord in the relations of the EU 

and Ukraine. Hence, the codes that can be given to the news are SeUkEU and ZUKR. 

Next news: 

Title: New US attempts to stop the construction of Nord Stream 2 are extremely 

annoying to Angela Merkel (19.02.2019). Codes: SeUSAEU and NUSA. 

“Angela Merkel is furious. She is annoyed by the new US attempts to block the 

construction of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline. This is reported by the Bloomberg agency, citing 

unnamed sources in the German chancellor's entourage. According to him, Washington is not 

going to stop after the recent defeat. He will continue to exert diplomatic pressure on the 

Europeans in order to drive a wedge between them. Germany, which is in favor of completing the 

construction of the gas pipeline, will remain the number one goal.” (Channel One, 2019a). 

This news clearly demonstrates that German’s decisions regarding Nord Stream 2 are 

negatively affecting its relationships with the US. As well, as that the US is willing to interfere 

with the project. Moreover, in the news is used quite emotional expressions such as “furious”. 

Thereby, the codes that can be given to the news are SeUSAEU and NUSA. 

Moving further: 

 Title: In Germany and Austria, citizens support the construction of a new gas 

pipeline from Russia, and overseas they are trying to put sticks in the wheels of a fuel project 

(21.02.2019). Codes: ExpNonPol, Import, SeUSAEU and UnRusEU.  

“Sergey Lavrov also spoke with representatives of the Association of European 

Businesses about the situation around the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline. Lavrov urged not to confuse 

economics with politics. This project will help reduce gas and electricity prices for European 

consumers. Therefore, as it was announced today, more than 70% of German citizens support it. 

And Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz, after talks with Donald Trump, said: Washington is 

against the new pipeline, but Austria has its own position. Business — and nothing personal” 

(Channel One, 2019b). 

For this news, it can be stated that, first of all, the title by itself has a strong message: EU 

citizens support Nord Stream 2 but the US is trying to interfere to stop the project. As well, this 

narrative can be perceived as a pragmatic explanation of why this project cannot be considered 

political – EU citizens need Nord Stream 2 (therefore, they need Russia). Moreover, this plotline 
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is supported by the statement such as supply price reduction in the EU as the outcome of the 

successful implementation of Nord Stream 2. Important to add, the narrative of “independent EU” 

can be identified as well as the narrative “decisions regarding Nord Stream 2 are negatively 

affecting its relationships between the US and the EU”. As the last narrative here can be identified 

the narrative that Russia and the EU have a common position on this project. Thereby, the codes 

that can be given to the news are ExpNonPol, Import, UnRusEU and SeUSAEU.  

Next news: 

Title: Milos Zeman commented on the construction of the Nord Stream-2 gas 

pipeline (26.06.2019). Codes: SeEU.  

“Nord Stream 2 is economically profitable for the Czech Republic. I understand the 

chagrin of our Polish friends because the gas pipeline runs along the bottom of the Baltic Sea. 

Because of this, Poland will not receive a transit fee. And for sure, I don't see any reason why the 

"big overseas brother" is speaking out about whether this gas pipeline should serve its purpose or 

not," Milos Zeman said. Milos Zeman also said that sanctions against Russia are impractical, as 

they cause damage to all parties.” (Channel One, 2019c). 

In this news, the main narrative is quite clear: there is a disagreement between the EU 

countries regarding the Nord Stream 2 project. The Czech Republic supports the energy project, 

but Poland is against it. As well, the Czech president is confused about why the US is trying to 

control the EU decision regarding the project and it can be interpreted as the narrative of the 

"independent EU". Thereby, the codes that can be given to the news is SeEU.   

Moving to the next news: 

Title: The United States intends to withdraw a significant part of its military from 

Germany (16.06.2020). Codes: SeUSAEU.  

“The Bundestag proposed to impose sanctions in response to the actions of the United 

States. Namely, against those American senators who introduced new restrictions on the Nord 

Stream 2. If they are accepted, the Germans promise to take revenge on American energy 

companies. One of the options is the introduction of duties on their liquefied gas. And all this 

against the background of the already protracted fuel disputes and Washington's plans to 

withdraw a significant part of its military from Germany...”(Channel One, 2020a). 
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The news contains one important narrative that has been already mentioned before: Nord 

Stream 2 is negatively affecting the relationships between the US and the EU. Thereby, the codes 

that can be given to the news is SeUSAEU.   

Moving further: 

Title: The West is using the Navalny case to block the Nord Stream —2, the head of the 

Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) said (22.09.2020). Codes: NUSA and InEU.  

“Sergey Naryshkin recalled that the gas pipeline hinders the US plans to increase supplies 

of its own liquefied gas to Europe. To achieve its goal, Washington is putting pressure on the 

Europeans both through closed channels and openly. One example is Secretary of State Pompeo's 

statement that the United States will include Nord Stream 2 in the new version of the sanctions 

law. At the same time, Naryshkin emphasizes that most Europeans understand that the rejection 

of the project is unprofitable. The head of the SVR expects that the EU will not act to its detriment 

in order to please Washington.” (Channel One, 2020b). 

Based on this news, two leading narratives can be determined: 1) the US is interfering 

with the project and trying to block it; 2) Russia is expecting the EU to behave “rationally” and 

“independently”. Thereby, the codes that can be given to the news are NUSA and InEU.   

Next news: 

Title: In Germany, a fund was created in support of Nord Stream - 2 (19.01.2021). Codes: 

ExpNonPol, SeUSAEU. and Import. 

“The new fund will allow companies participating in the project to buy equipment and 

materials bypassing US sanctions. The "Eastern Committee of the German Economy" noted that 

Washington's attacks on the Nord Stream —2 do not contribute to the reset of relations between 

Europe and the United States.” (Channel One, 2021a). 

For this news, it can be stated that two narratives have been identified. First is the narrative 

that Nord Stream 2 is so important for the EU thereby the EU will do a maximum of effort to keep 

the project in place. The second one's a repeating narrative of negative relations between the US 

and the EU due to the different position of the players to this project. Thereby, the codes that can 

be given to the news are ExpNonPol, SeUSAEU. and Import. 

Moving to the next news: 

Title: Vladimir Putin at a meeting with representatives of the French business community 

spoke about investments in Russia and Nord Stream  2 (29.04.2021). Codes: ExpNonPol.  
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"Unfortunately, there are a lot of various kinds of political speculation around this 

project. I want to emphasize once again: this is a purely economic project that has nothing to do 

with the political situation of today. Yes, there is a lot of talk around him, connected, in my opinion, 

primarily with attempts of unfair competition in the European market. Of course, all sorts of 

different political forces are used, who believe that electricity is taken directly from an electrical 

outlet, but how it gets there, no one asks in detail. You know, there was a classic writer Saltykov-

Shchedrin, he had a character - a general who happened to be in the forest, and he sent his orderly 

for buns. I thought croissants and buns grew on trees. Here, in my opinion, some political forces 

believe that electricity is also taken simply from the outlet. Well, I hope we will overcome these 

difficulties," the Russian president said.” (Channel One, 2021b). 

This news clearly demonstrates that, first of all, Nord Stream  2 is a pragmatic economic 

project. Important to mention that in this news V. Putin is using the technique of storytelling to 

illustrate the situation. It is quite an accurate analogy for the French audience with croissants on 

the trees. Thereby, the code that can be given to the news is ExpNonPol. 

Next news: 

Title: German and Danish parts of Nord Stream 2 docked in the Baltic Sea (10.09.2021). 

Codes: SeEU and SeUkEU. 

“Today's news was painfully received in Poland. The former head of the European 

Council and leader of the largest Polish opposition "Civic Coalition" Donald Tusk accused Berlin 

of selfishness. Both Ukraine and Poland are afraid of losing money for the transit of Russian gas. 

Today it also became known that Polish President Andrzej Duda will not meet with Angela Merkel 

during her visit to Warsaw this Saturday due to "a series of accidents and calendar 

inconsistencies." By an amazing coincidence, this desynchronization of calendars became known 

almost immediately after reports from Moscow about the completion of the construction of Nord 

Stream 2. ” (Channel One, 2021c). 

The main narrative of the news can be identified as “there is a disagreement between the 

EU countries regarding the Nord Stream 2 project”. As an additional sub-narrative here can be 

added the narrative that the Nord Stream-2 is negatively affecting Ukraine as well. Thereby, the 

codes that can be given to the news are SeEU and SeUkEU. 

Last news from the list: 
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Title: In just one day, the cost of gas in Europe increased by a third and reached a historic 

high (21.12.2021). Codes: ExpNonPol and Import.  

“The rapid increase began after the statement of the head of the Federal Grid Agency of 

Germany that the launch of Nord Stream 2 is postponed until the middle of next year. Heats up 

prices and weather forecasters' forecast — Europe is promised a harsh winter. And the upcoming 

payments for heating are already terrifying Europeans. Many countries do not have or do not have 

enough airbags in the form of long-term contracts. Gas is bought on the stock exchange, and there 

the cost depends on demand. As a result, even in Germany, the vaults are only half full. And this 

— according to German operators — is a historically low level. If consumption remains the same, 

stocks will barely last until February.” (Channel One, 2021d). 

Based on this news, it can be stated that without Nord Stream 2 (hence, without Russia) 

the EU countries will experience extremely high prices on electric energy. Moreover, there is no 

guarantee that the EU has enough energy stocks. As well, the narrative that Nord Stream 2 is not 

a political project can be assigned to this news – Russia showed how postponement of the project 

can negatively influence the situation with prices in the EU countries. Therefore, the codes that 

can be given to the news are ExpNonPol and Import. 

 

2.2. News assessment, Channel One (TurkStream) 

From 1st of January of 2015 to 31 of December of 2021 can be found 103 news on topic 

TurkStream on Channel One. The majority of news just mentions this project in the text or in the 

title without further developing on this topic. Nevertheless, 19 news were identified as relevant for 

the assessment part on TurkStream on Channel One as it might be supposed that they better express 

narratives. It is important to acknowledge that in general the news flow was not that intensive as 

in the case of Nord Stream 2.  

First mention of the project TurkSteam om Channel One was on 14.01.2015: 

“Details of a large-scale energy program have become known today. The gas pipeline, 

which is planned to be laid along the bottom of the Black Sea, has been named "TurkStream". This 

is a route for the supply of Russian fuel to Europe, which is now going through Ukraine, the gas 

pipeline should become a replacement for the South Stream project...” (Channel One, 2015b).  

Moving in chronological order to the next news that has been shortlisted: 
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Title: The leaders of Russia and Turkey discussed the development of relations 

between Moscow and Ankara by phone (18.03.2015). Codes: Un.  

“The leaders of Russia and Turkey discussed the development of relations between 

Moscow and Ankara by phone. Emphasis was placed on projects in the energy sector. According 

to the Kremlin's press service, Vladimir Putin and Recep Tayyip Erdogan talked about joint major 

infrastructure projects (first of all, of course, about the TurkSteam pipeline).” (Channel One, 

2015c). 

In this news, the “relations” narrative can be determined – “the energy project is creating 

a space for fruitful international cooperation between two actors”. Moreover, it is important to 

emphasize that in this news the first persons of the states are discussing the energy projects. It 

emphasizes the importance of such cooperation. The code Un will be given to this news.  

Moving to the next news: 

Title: Greece's participation in the TurkStream gas project was agreed at the 

International Economic Forum (19.06.2015). Codes: Import, Un, InEU and SeRus.  

“… The arguments of common sense and the real monetary gain turned out to be stronger 

than the political pressure and boycotts that the United States of America so insists on. It is 

possible that Bulgaria, which disrupted the previous South Stream project, will calculate its 

benefits this time and open the borders for the gas pipeline. Another topic at the forum was Greek 

debts. This is the second visit of the Greek Prime Minister to Russia in the last two months. Despite 

the obvious irritation of Brussels, Tsipras went to the St. Petersburg Economic Forum, where he 

was scheduled to meet with the Russian President. The Greek economy is going through hard times 

now, Russia is under EU sanctions. The leaders just met to discuss how our countries can help 

each other. And how to boost our mutual trade in this situation…” (Channel One, 2015d). 

Based on this news, it can be stated that such narratives can be identified: 1) TurkSteam 

is extremely important for its participants – that is why EU countries have overcome the US 

pressure and decided to join the project; 2)Bulgaria made a mistake when it did not let the South 

Steam go; 3) Greece and Russia can help each other. Therefore, the codes that can be given to the 

news are Import, Un, InEU and SeRus. 

Next news: 

Title: Russia's restrictions on Turkey may affect TurkStream (26.11.2015). Codes: 

Stop.  
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“Russia's restrictions on Turkey may affect the TurkSteam gas pipeline. Among the 

projects that may be frozen, the minister called for the cancellation of flights with Turkey, the ban 

on Turkish ships entering our ports, as well as the construction of the Akkuyu nuclear power plant 

in this country. A major project that has been talked about a lot is not an exception - TurkStream”. 

(Channel One, 2015e). 

Based on this news one point should be highlighted. This news is an example of how 

international energy projects are interconnected with bilateral relations. Probably, even depended 

on them. Even by assuming that an energy project is economic and is not used as a political 

instrument, there is no economic cooperation on energy projects without a political connection. As 

this case is used just to demonstrate such a phenomenon, the code “Stop” will be given to it as no 

narrative is determined.  

For the next 10 months, there was no news about TurkStream on Channel One.  

Next news: 

Title: The world press comments on the Istanbul negotiations, the main outcome of 

which is the TurkStream gas pipeline (11.10.2016). Codes: Un.  

“Much higher than expectations," is how Vladimir Putin and Recep Erdogan comment on 

the results of the talks on the sidelines of the World Energy Congress, which is being held in 

Istanbul. Moscow and Ankara have common ground in the economy and military cooperation, but 

the main thing is that a breakthrough agreement has been reached on the resumption of the 

construction of TurkStream. There were also statements by the Russian leader about Moscow's 

plans for oil production, which have already affected the quotes.” (Channel One, 2016a). 

Upon this news, it can be clearly seen that as soon as political tension has eased, the 

countries “defrosted” TurkStream. As the main narrative in this news, the “cooperative narrative” 

can be considered - “the energy project is creating a space for fruitful international cooperation 

between two actors”. Therefore, the code Un can be given to this news.  

Next news: 

Title: The President launched a new stage of construction of TurkStream and called 

Ankara from the ship (23.06.2017). Codes: ImportRus, Un and ExpNonPol.  

“An important stage in the construction of TurkStream… The start of the docking was 

given by Vladimir Putin. Right from the side of the world's largest pipe-laying vessel, he called his 

colleague (Recep Tayyip Erdogan) in Ankara… 
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"I'm calling you from the side of the pipelayer, directly from the Black Sea. I am here to 

take part in the start of work on the deep-water section of the construction of TurkStream. Mr. 

President, I want to congratulate you on this, and I want to note that we are developing projects 

with Turkey in a way that they are not developing with many of our other partners…” 

"Russia is our reliable partner in the energy sector. We will develop our relations further. 

I think TurkStream should show that energy cannot be the cause of conflicts, but a unifying link 

for the whole world. In the future, our countries are waiting for even more ambitious projects, 

because we have to raise the bar higher every time," Recep Erdogan said.” (Channel One, 2017a). 

The main narrative of this news can be interpreted as this project is extremely 

meaningful/important/valuable for Russia from an international prestige perspective. Such a 

gesture of the Russian president to participate in project construction supports this statement. 

Moreover, here the narrative of international cooperation based on the energy project is identified. 

As well, Russia here is characterized by the Turkish president as a “reliable partner” in the energy 

sector. Hence, it can be perceived as confirmation that this energy project is an outcome of purely 

pragmatic/economic Russian interest. Therefore, the codes such as ImportRus, Un and ExpNonPol 

can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: The laying of the deep-water part of TurkStream has begun, Vladimir Putin 

took part in the launch ceremony (25.06.2017). Codes: NUSA, SeUSAEU and ExpNonPol.  

“The laying of the deep-water part of TurkSteam has begun, and Vladimir Putin took part 

in the launch ceremony. Two lines of TurkStream will be built. One is for gas supplies to the 

Turkish market, the other — to the countries of Southern and South-Eastern Europe. The demand 

for Russian gas in this part of Europe is growing rapidly. Investments in this project are estimated 

at six billion dollars. Moreover, it can be implemented at the expense of Gazprom's own funds. No 

sanctions can interfere here. The Americans want to prevent the construction of Nord Stream 2 

along the bottom of the Baltic Sea. They are planning new sanctions… They want to punish those 

European companies that will take part in this project. And here it is no longer politics, but 

mercantile interest. Europe needs gas. Americans are trying to enter the European market with 

their liquefied gas. So they are pushing unceremoniously on European friends.” (Channel One, 

2017b). 
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Although this news might seem partially quite similar to the previous one in the analysis, 

different kinds of narratives and expressions can be determined. First of all, the narrative of the 

US that is trying to interfere in the Russian energy projects and block them is present. Secondly, 

the pragmatic justification of the project can be identified. Thirdly, the narrative of weak Europe 

and conflict between the EU and the US due to the different positions on the energy project. 

Therefore, the codes such as NUSA, SeUSAEU, ExpNonPol can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: Russian Foreign Minister: for the successful implementation of TurkStream 

from Europe, reinforced concrete guarantees are needed (21.02.2019). Codes: EUsubUSA and 

SeEURus. 

“…Speaking about another gas pipeline, TurkStream, Lavrov stressed: for the successful 

implementation of the project, the European Commission needs "reinforced concrete guarantees" 

so that it does not work out as with the South Stream, the construction of the land part of which in 

Europe could not be agreed.” (Channel One, 2019d). 

Based on this news, the narrative of a “weak Europe that can be easily bewildered by its 

“big brother” the US” can be identified. To add, it can be stated that this causes conflict between 

the EU and Russia because, in this case, Russia cannot rely on the EU as an independent actor. 

Therefore, the codes such as EUsubUSA and SeEURus were identified.  

Next news: 

Title: Washington is preparing to impose sanctions on the Russian Nord Stream 2 

and TurkStream gas pipelines (18.12.2019). Codes: NUSA, SeUSAEU and RUSstng. 

“…For the first time, it includes a paragraph on sanctions, and they relate to the Russian 

gas pipelines Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream. It was not possible to coordinate the restrictions 

separately.... Although America itself recognizes that they will no longer be able to influence the 

construction. Implementation of projects at the finish line. Nevertheless, Washington intends to 

play on the nerves of governments and companies that are engaged in them. They don't want to 

put up with it there. So, Germany is already preparing retaliatory measures. Turkey is also going 

to fight back. Ankara said that the US Congress shows disrespect for the decisions of a sovereign 

state, the language of sanctions and threats is not appropriate, and recent events will not prevent 

the country from pursuing its own policy.” (Channel One, 2019e). 
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It can be stated that this news is combining two analyzed energy projects together. The 

most prominent narrative for this news can be considered the narrative that the US does not want 

to let Russian energy projects happen and that is why they had imposed sanctions on them. 

Nevertheless, and it can be considered as the next narrative, the US sanctions will not be able to 

affect the projects, hence, the US will not be able to affect Russia anyhow. Moreover, the narrative 

that decisions towards this energy project cause discord in relations between the EU and the US 

can be identified. Therefore, the codes such as NUSA, SeUSAEU and RUSstng were identified.  

 

2.3. News assessment, RIA Novosti (Nord Stream 2) 

From 1st of January 2015 to 31 of December 2021 can be found 7007 news on the topic 

Nord Stream 2 on RIA Novosti. The significant number of news can be explained by the fact that 

RIA Novosti is not a news channel but the news agency. The majority of news just mentions this 

project in the text or in the title without further developing on this topic. Nevertheless, 62 news 

were identified as relevant for the assessment part on Nord Stream 2 on RIA Novosti. Nonetheless, 

only 11 will be taken for more precise analysis as it might be supposed that they better express 

narratives.  

News on the project Nord Stream 2  from on 30.06.2017: 

Title: In Kiev, they called Nord Stream 2 a political tool for splitting the EU. Codes: 

ExpNonPol, RUPA, SeUSAEU and SeUkEU.  

“... Nord Stream 2 is not yet a completed deal. This is a non-profit project. It is a political 

and geopolitical tool for dividing the EU. We all need a plan B," Kobolev said, speaking at the 

conference… At the same time, the government of Germany, to which the gas pipeline comes, 

declares that Nord Stream 2 is an economic project. In addition, Austrian Chancellor Christian 

Kern earlier criticized the decision of the US Senate to impose new sanctions against Russia, 

which, in particular, affect the Nord Stream 2 project.”. (RIA Novosti, 2017a). 

The main narrative of this news is surely the accusation of Russia that Nord Stream 2 is a 

political project that has been created to split the EU. The accusations are coming from the side of 

the Chairman of the Management Board of Naftogaz of Ukraine. Although, the EU countries, 

Germany in particular, insist that this project is an economic one. As well, the criticism of the US 

decisions towards Nord Stream 2 can be identified. Therefore, the codes for the news are 

ExpNonPol, SeUSAEU, RUPA and SeUkEU. 
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Next news: 

Title: Warsaw called on Berlin to boycott Nord Stream 2 over Skripal (19.03.2018). 

Codes: SeEU.  

“Poland will try to convince Germany to abandon the construction of the Nord Stream 2 

gas pipeline because of the poisoning of Skripal. This statement was made by the Deputy Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of the country Konrad Szymanski on the radio station RMF FM” (RIA Novosti, 

2018a). 

In this news, it can be seen that the EU does not have a common position as some 

countries, such as Poland, want to block the project. On the other side, Germany does not share 

the same point of view. Therefore, the code SeEU can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: Turchynov accused the West of double standards because of the Nord Stream 

2 (08.06.2018). Codes: SeUkEU and ZUKR.  

“More and more politicians say that their countries are tired of sanctions, and offer to 

cancel them, reduce them. That is, Ukraine is not tired of the blood and pain that everyone is 

experiencing, and our partners are tired of sanctions that actually act as protection for same 

Europe, " he said. In this context, according to him, the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline is a vivid 

example of the European double standards.” (RIA Novosti, 2018b). 

This news clearly demonstrates that, due to the Nord Stream 2, there are disagreements 

between the EU and Ukraine. Ukraine believes that by supporting Nord Stream 2, the EU put 

endanger Ukraine. As well, it can be stated, that, according to this news, Nord Stream 2 negatively 

affects Ukraine. Therefore, the codes SeUkEU and ZUKR can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: Zelensky saw threats due to the construction of the Nord Stream 2 

(18.06.2019). Codes: ZUKR and SeUkEU.  
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Picture no. 1: President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky. Source: RIA Novosti, 2019a. 

“Zelensky will pay an official visit to Germany on June 18. Answering a question about 

expectations from the meeting, Zelensky called Merkel a "strong personality" with a lot of 

experience and noted: Ukrainians hope that Merkel will help Ukraine "face the challenges" that 

the country is facing. At the same time, the government of Germany, which receives the gas 

pipeline, clearly states that Nord Stream 2 is an economic project.” (RIA Novosti, 2019a). 

It cannot be stated that this news is expressing some unique narratives, nevertheless, it is 

important to include it to demonstrate the way in which RIA Novosti is shaping the news. 

Considering the picture above, it can be seen how RIA Novosti is presenting the Ukrainian leader 

– in the pose of how fascists were greeting each other. Although the pose is not reflecting the 

greeting completely (for greetings fascists used the right hand), it brings clear associations in a 

frame of “fascists” to the audience. Hence, as the news is expressing the narrative that Nord Stream 

2 is putting Ukraine endanger, it can be stated that Nord Stream 2 endangers the fascist regime in 

Ukraine. As well, the narrative of disagreement between the EU and Ukraine has been identified 

in this news. Therefore, the codes ZUKR and SeUkEU can be given to this news. 

Next news: 
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Title: In Germany, calls to stop Nord Stream 2 were called a mistake (11.09.2020). 

Codes: Import and UnRusEU.  

“Calls to stop the construction of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline because of the situation 

with Alexei Navalny are wrong, said Klaus Ernst, head of the Bundestag committee on economics 

and energy, in an interview with RT Deutsch. The parliamentarian noted that many European 

companies are involved in the implementation of the project. The politician also compared the 

discussion of the suspension of the construction of the gas pipeline with "a blow to themselves” 

(RIA Novosti, 2020a). 

The main narrative of this news is a Nord Stream 2 importance, and accordingly Russian 

importance for the European countries from energy perspective. Therefore, the code Import and  

UnRusEU can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: The Bundestag announced a split in the European Union over Nord Stream 2 

(22.09.2020). Codes: SeEU. 

“The US plans to create a coalition against Nord Stream 2 indicate a split in the European 

Union, told RIA Novosti Waldemar Gerdt - a Bundestag deputy, a member of the International 

Affairs Committee (Alternative for Germany).” (RIA Novosti, 2020b). 

The main narrative of this news is clear – it presents that Nord Steam 2 causes discord 

among the EU members. This narrative is not anyhow new, nevertheless, important to mention, 

that this news shows interesting features of Russian pro-governmental broadcasting. It is a quite 

common technique to present the overall situation in the “collective West” through the speech of 

politicians that are the members of some marginal or even radical parties. The audience believes 

quite easily to it as the broadcasting position is similar to the position of the Russian government. 

The audience is not aware of what political views the speaker shares or which position in the 

country its party has, the most important here two points: 1) The position is close to Russian pro-

governmental, and it is so easy to believe; 2) The speaker is a part of the political establishment of 

“collective West”. And this news is a perfect example of it. Therefore, the code SeEU can be given 

to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: NATO announced the absence of a common position on Nord Stream 2 

(23.03.2021). Codes: SeNato.  
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““NATO does not have a unified position on Nord Stream 2, but the alliance is in favor 

of strengthening its energy security by diversifying sources of energy supplies”, - NATO Secretary 

General Jens Stoltenberg said after the first day of the meetings of the NATO Council at the level 

of foreign ministers.” (RIA Novosti, 2021a). 

The news demonstrates one clear narrative: Nord Stream 2 is a reason of discords inside 

of NATO. Hence, it might be as “Russian energy projects (or Russia by itself) are affecting the 

level of cohesion inside of this military block, which is our biggest enemy and which is lead by 

the US”. Therefore, the code SeNato can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: The Senate criticized Biden's policy on Nord Stream 2 (30.09.2021). Codes: 

SeUSA.  

‘Republican Senator Jim Rish, at a hearing in the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, 

accused the US administration of inaction on Nord Stream 2, and also said that the actions of the 

US administration on the pipeline issue do not comply with congressional decisions and adopted 

laws. On Wednesday, the US Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs held closed hearings on the 

Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline.” (RIA Novosti, 2021b). 

The main narrative of this news is that Nord Stream 2 is a reason for discussions inside of 

the US government. It is quite a powerful and clear message. Therefore, the code SeUSA can be 

given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: The European Parliament accused Russia of using gas as a "political weapon" 

(22.10.2021). Codes: SeEURus.  

“…Chairman of the European People's Party faction, the largest in the European 

Parliament, Manfred Weber accused Russia of allegedly using gas supplies to Europe as a 

"political weapon". The day before, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that an increase in gas 

supplies to Europe is possible very quickly if the German regulator certifies the operator of Nord 

Stream 2. Earlier, he called statements about Russia's use of gas as a weapon complete nonsense. 

The Russian Federation has repeatedly noted that they are fulfilling all its obligations to European 

partners and are ready to sell more gas.” (RIA Novosti, 2021c). 

Two narratives can be tracked here: 1) The EU institution stated that Russia is using its 

energy sources as the source of political power and it is where there is a conflict in Russia and the 
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EU position and it proceeds from the second narrative: 2) Russia insisting that there is no such a 

thing to use its energy sources as a weapon and that Nord Stream 2 it is just an energy project 

where Russia acts as a reliable partner. Therefore, the codes SeEURus and  ExpNonPol  can be 

given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: Germany told who benefits from freezing Nord Stream 2 (10.11.2021). Codes: 

SeEURus and  ExpNonPol .  

“Readers of the German newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung commented on an article by 

Stefan Cornelius, where he called on the German government to “freeze” Nord Stream 2. The 

journalist said that the new German authorities should “separate the gas owner and the network 

operator” in order to get rid of the problematic “Russian gas dependence”, which allegedly 

inherited from its predecessors. “Nord Stream 2 is an ingenious project for energy security. It is 

green, designed for many years, without any intermediaries between the supplier and the client, 

but since its inception, it has been attacked by those who act against the rapprochement of 

Germany and Russia,” wrote a user under the nickname muenchnerkindl. "Naturally, the US and 

the old Cold War partisans don't like it, because the Americans would prefer to sell us their 

expensive shale gas, which is also produced in a very environmentally harmful way,” Karl 

Ranseier added in response.” (RIA Novosti, 2021d). 

This news is presenting an interesting format to share narratives from different 

perspectives by using the comments on the Internet. The main narratives are here: 1)Nord Stream 

2 is urgently needed by the EU and to go against this project is to go against German-Russian 

relations; 2) The US is trying by all the means to stop the project because it wants to fulfill its 

economic goals. To add, this technique to present some ideas through the prism of “words of real 

people” can be considered quite powerful as, again, translated ideas are clear and similar to the 

audience's ideas and because people trust more to the general people more as they are whether as 

to politicians. Therefore, the codes SeEURus and  ExpNonPol  can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: Putin announced the readiness of Nord Stream 2 to work (29.12.2021). Codes: 

ImportRus and UnRusEU.  

““We have completed the task of creating this additional route with our partners, by the 

way, European companies, five European companies. Nord Stream 2 is ready to go!” - Putin said 
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at a meeting. He added that now the word is up to the European regulators, who must decide on 

the start of Nord Stream 2 operation.” (RIA Novosti, 2021e). 

This news, first of all, clearly shows the importance of Nord Stream 2 for Russia, as again, 

the project and its completion has directly been announced and declared by the President. 

Secondly, it demonstrates that this energy project as well served as a connector with Russia’s 

European partners. Therefore, the codes ImportRus and UnRusEU can be given to this news. 

 

2.4. News assessment, RIA Novosti (TurkStream) 

From 1st of January of 2015 to 31 of December of 2021 can be found 2952 news on topic 

TurkStream on RIA Novosti. The majority of news just mentions this project in the text or in the 

title without further developing on this topic. Nevertheless, 50 news were identified as relevant for 

the assessment part on TurkStream on RIA Novosti as it might be supposed that they better express 

narratives. Nonetheless, only 6 will be taken for more precise analysis as it might be supposed that 

they better express narratives. 

News on the project Nord Stream 2  from on 01.08.2016: 

Title: The EU is concerned about the talks on TurkStream Codes: SeEURus.  

“If TurkStream will be built, the transit of Russian gas through Ukraine will stop and 

Moscow's influence in Europe will increase, according to Brussels. "The new friendship between 

Turkey and Russia could prove to be a problem if Russia tries to trade Ukraine for Turkey," a 

senior EU official commented.” (RIA Novosti, 2016a). 

This news clearly demonstrates that the EU expressed its concern towards the TurkStream 

at first. The reason is that this project violates the Ukrainian gas transit status. Hence, the conflict 

in the position between the EU and Russia can be traced. Therefore, the code SeEURus can be 

given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: Putin said that Bulgaria is delaying the construction of TurkStream 

(05.12.2019). Codes: EUsub.  

““Bulgaria is deliberately delaying the construction of the TurkStream on its territory, 

probably due to outside pressure” - Vladimir Putin said. According to him, the Bulgarian 

leadership, after having thwarted the construction of the South Stream, has repeatedly asked to 

implement the TurkStream at all costs. “But here, apparently, under pressure from the outside, 
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they are building up such work unhurriedly. Let's see how this project will continue to be 

implemented on Bulgarian territory” Putin said at a press conference following talks with Serbian 

President Aleksandar Vučić.” (RIA Novosti, 2019b). 

The main narrative can be identified as weak Bulgaria (accordingly of weak Europe) that 

is delaying the construction of the TurkStream because it is possibly influenced by opponents of 

this energy project. As well, to paraphrase, it can be stated that the EU (presented by Bulgaria) is 

dependent on its decisions and cannot be considered an independent international player. 

Therefore, the code EUsub can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: Putin: gas from TurkStream will ensure Europe's energy security (08.01.2020). 

Codes: Import (POL).  

“…“The supply of Russian gas via the TurkStream will undoubtedly be of great 

importance not only for the economy of Turkey and the Black Sea region but will also have a 

positive impact on the development of many southern European countries and will contribute to 

improving the energy security of Europe as a whole”, Putin said.” (RIA Novosti, 2020c). 

The main narrative of this news can be identified as “TurkStream is extremely important 

for the energy security of the EU”. Therefore, the code Import can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: The start of TurkStream is more than just another Russian success 

(08.01.2020). Codes: ImportRus and POL.  

“The heads of Russia and Turkey, in the presence of the President of Serbia and the Prime 

Minister of Bulgaria, officially launched TurkStream… The opening ceremony of the gas pipeline 

can serve as a symbol of Russia's new place and role not only in the region but also in the world 

as a whole. But in the light of current events, this absolutely correct idea has noticeably lost its 

relevance, and another idea comes to the fore: Russia as a bulwark of order, stability, and security 

in a world of growing upheavals.” (RIA Novosti, 2020d). 

First of all, this news demonstrates how TurkStream is politically important for Russia. It 

can be stated due to the scale of the event and the invited representatives of countries. Secondly, 

this news can be determined as quite unique due to the fact that the political impact of the 

TurkStream is for the first time has been officially announced – “the opening ceremony of the gas 

pipeline can serve as a symbol of Russia's new place and role not only in the region but also in the 
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world as a whole”. Definitely, Russia is presented in this news as a country that has just approached 

a new level of its supremacy. Therefore, the code ImportRus and Pol can be given to this news. 

Next news: 

Title: The Federation Council announced the failure of the United States due to the 

opening of TurkStream (09.01.2020). Codes: Un, WUS and POL.  

“On Wednesday, Vladimir Putin and Recep Tayyip Erdogan officially opened TurkStream 

in Istanbul. The ceremony was attended by Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic and Bulgarian 

Prime Minister Boyko Borisov. The Russian president called this event important for Moscow, 

Ankara, and as well as for the whole of Europe. According to Klintsevich, the launch of the gas 

pipeline is of great political importance, “although the project is purely economic. TurkStream is 

not the last gas pipeline to be launched this year. There will still be Nord Stream 2, and, as life 

shows, the Americans fail to stop this process, which means that Russia, if not dominant yet, has 

already acquired a much stronger authority, despite all these information wars, which the US has 

been actively waging against us for the past five years. The Americans have not succeeded in 

almost anything they planned”, the senator said.” (RIA Novosti, 2020e). 

The first narrative that can be identified here is the narrative that TurkStream is a project 

that connects Russia with several European countries as well as with Turkey. In other words, it 

can be stated that this energy project promotes international cooperation and makes Russia its 

center. The second narrative is the narrative of the US that failed in its attempts to block the project 

and therefore, it cannot be perceived as the main player in the international arena. Moreover, in 

the news, it is declared that the project has a political impact. Therefore, the codes are Un, WUS 

and Pol can be given to this news.  

Moving to the last news in the analysis: 

Title: Gazprom starts gas supplies to Hungary from TurkStream (01.10.2021). 

Codes: Import, SeUkEU and ZUKR 

“On September 27, MVM CEEnergy Ltd signed a contract with a Russian corporation for 

the supply of 4.5 billion cubic meters of blue fuel per year for 15 years. This includes 3.5 billion 

cubic meters of gas per year through Serbia and one billion through Austria. The agreements come 

into force on October 1 and provide for the possibility of changing the conditions after 10 years. 

Elena Burmistrova, Deputy Chairman of the Board of Gazprom, said that the agreement 

guarantees reliable and stable supplies for Hungary in the next 15 years, and also ensures the 



 

37 
 

diversification of blue fuel supply routes. Thus, now seven European countries will be able to 

receive Russian gas through the Turkish Stream, we are talking about Bulgaria, Greece, North 

Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Hungary. The new agreements 

between Gazprom and Hungary, however, were negatively met in Kyiv, since supplies under the 

new contracts will not be carried out through its gas transmission system. The Ukrainian Foreign 

Ministry said that Kyiv is disappointed with the agreement and believes that it is detrimental to 

bilateral Ukrainian-Hungarian relations. Kyiv also stated that it intends to appeal to the European 

Commission because of this.” (RIA Novosti, 2021f). 

Two main narratives can be identified: 1) TurkStream, which is a project that can 

guarantee reliable and stable gas supplies, is extremely important and valuable for countries that 

are participating in the project; 2) Ukraine is disappointed by the position of its EU partners. 

Therefore, the codes are Import, SeUkEU and ZUKR can be given to this news. 
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3. List of codes 

 

▪ EUsub: : to present that the EU is depended in its decisions and cannot be considered as 

independent international player (1 mention) 

▪ EUsubUSA: to present that the EU is depended in its decisions on the US and cannot be 

considered as independent international player (3 mentions) 

▪ ExpNonPol: to present this energy project as non-political one  (8 mentions)  

▪ Import: to present this energy project as important for the EU (8 mentions) 

▪ ImportRus: to present this energy project as extremely meaningful/important/valuable for 

Russia from international prestige perspective (3 mentions) 

▪ InEU: to present that this energy project can give more “freedom” to its EU participants 

and to finally make them “independent player” (from the US) on international arena (3 

mentions) 

▪ NUSA: to present this energy project as a highly undesirable from the side of the US (5 

mentions) 

▪ POL: political impact of the project (3 mentions) 

▪ RUPA: accusations of Russian that it is using this energy project as a political one (1 

mention) 

▪ RUSstng: to present Russia as a strong player on the international arena (1 mention) 

▪ SeEU: to present this energy project as a cause of discord within the EU countries (4 

mentions) 

▪ SeEURus: to present that there is a disagreement between Russia and the EU regarding this 

energy project (4 mentions) 

▪ SeNato: to present this energy project as a cause of discord within NATO (1 mention) 

▪ SeUkEU: to present this energy project as a cause of discord between the EU and Ukraine 

(6 mentions) 

▪ SeUSA: to present this energy project as a cause of discord within the US government  (1 

mention) 
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▪ SeUSAEU: to present this energy project as a cause of discord in relations between the EU 

and the US (or the participants have radically different positions on this event/issue/topic) 

(8 mentions) 

▪ Un: to present this energy project as a cause of international cooperation (5 mentions) 

▪ UnRusEU: to present that Russia and the EU have the same position towards this energy 

project (5 mentions) 

▪ WUS: to present that the US is weak and it could not influence the outcome of the planned 

energy project (1 mention) 

▪ ZUKR: to present this energy project as it is causing damage to Ukraine (4 mentions) 
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4. Strategic narratives assessment 

 

Based on the news evaluation, it can be stated that several narratives were identified. The 

most of narratives are used in combination with the others. As well, some of the narratives have 

higher frequency that the others. As well, as the main research question of thesis was if Russia 

uses the concept of the strategic narrative to broadcast the news about energy projects between 

Russia and the EU, upon of the news evaluation the answer can be given. It can be affirmed that 

Russia, thought the mass media channels and news agency such as Channel One and RIA Novosti, 

spreads various strategic narratives by using the agenda of energy projects such as Nord Steam 2 

and TurkStream. To answer other research question of this work, the strategic narratives 

assessment will be conducted in this paragraph.  

 

 

Graph no.1: Codes Distribution (50 news). Source: Diana Medvedeva.   

By analyzing the codes distribution for the selected news, it can be argued that at least 3 

codes have the highest frequency – ExpNonPol, Import and SeUSAEU.  

As each of the code is determining a precise idea behind the news, which can be modified 

into strategic narrative, the following messages can be identified as the major and dominant upon 

the news assessment: 

 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is not a political project (ExpNonPol); 
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• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream essential for the EU countries (Import);  

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is negatively influencing the relationships between the US and 

the EU (SeUSAEU).  

 

The next step is to convert those messages into strategic narratives and to understand what 

they express and what they make the audience to believe at. In case of the first message, it can be 

assumed that Russia tries to present Nord Steam 2/TurkStream as not a political project internally. 

Nevertheless, it is not clear why. Most probably, this plotline is an important component of how 

Russia broadcasts this project externally and there should not be a significant position deviation 

towards selected energy projects. Another potential reason can be that Russia tries to justify the 

economic costs for the internal audience and tries to show that this project will pay off for Russia. 

In this particular case the strategic narrative cannot be identified due to unclear goal of the narrative 

as, from the point of view of strategic narrative approach, without the clear goal the narrative 

cannot be considered strategic.  In case of the second message, Nord Steam 2/TurkStream can be 

replaced by Russia. Hence, the second message broadcasts the narrative that Russia, as the country 

and as a partner, is essential for the EU. Moving to the third message, it might be assumed that 

the strategic narrative here is to let the audience know that Russia can negatively influence the 

relations between the US and the EU. Therefore, this strategic narrative is served to convince the 

audience that Russia is a powerful player on the international arena, that it is one of the centers 

of force and can influence relations between two important international actors – the US and the 

EU.  This finding can be partially considered as an answer to one of the research questions of the 

thesis (Can it be stated that Russia is presenting itself internally as a great power?).  

 

Moving to the next most mentioned codes and accordingly prominent narratives, the code 

SeUkEU should be analyzed as it has been identified for 6 times in the news analysis part. The 

narrative that can be given to this code can be determined as: Nord Steam 2/TurkStream causes a 

discord in relationships between the EU and Ukraine. Although, the message does not contain an 

additional political narrative, this narrative by itself is broadcasting important political meaning: 

our energy projects are negatively affecting the relationships between the Ukraine and the EU, 

hence, Ukraine is getting weaker. It is quite a powerful message as since 2014 Russia has started 

to treat Ukraine as an enemy and any Ukrainian loss has started to be taken as a Russian win. 
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Therefore, it can be stated that this narrative is broadcasting political impact of Russian energy 

projects.   

The next three codes have the same number of identifications in the news analysis and can 

be described by the ideas they are presenting as: 

 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is highly undesirable by the side of the US (NUSA); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is a reason for international cooperation where Russia is actively 

included (Un); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream leads to political rapprochement between Russia and the EU 

(UnRusEU). 

 

The first message from the list above is characterized as quite prominent and can be 

replaced by the narrative that the US tries to interfere and to discredit what Russia does in the 

international arena. As well, it can correlate with two more Russian narratives about the US that 

were mentioned in the theoretic part and were elaborated by the scholar Joanna Szostek. Moreover, 

this narrative can be supported, and it is efficiency can be presented by the poll of how Russians 

feel about the US from 1997 to 2021 (dark blue color – bad, blue color - good): 

 

Graph no.2: How Russians feel about the US? Source: Levada Center (2022a). 

 

According to the graph, it is evident that from the time period from 2014 the attitude of 

Russians towards the US changed significantly. The majority of the Russian population responded 

that they feel bad about the US.  
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The second message brings to the narrative that energy projects promote Russia 

internationally and provokes the international cooperation, in which Russia has a central place. 

It can be assumed that this narrative as well partially falls into the narrative that tries to show that 

Russia is quite important international actor that can create agenda and to successfully promote it. 

Therefore, it is another reason to believe that Russia is presenting itself as a great power internally.  

 

The third message identified above leads to the narrative that Russia, thanks to its energy 

projects, is getting closer with the EU and as well influence those relations. This narrative is 

certainly present and strong in the analyzed news and can be understood as Russia – EU relations 

are getting stronger and Russia becoming an irreplaceable partner for the EU. Moreover, in some 

cases it can show that Russia has more power over the EU as it controls its energy supplies, which 

leads to fact that this narrative brings a message of Russian energy projects positive political 

impact.  

 

To the next group where each of the codes were identified at least four times can be 

determined the following: 

 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is a cause of discord within the EU countries (SeEU); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is a reason of disagreement between Russia and the EU 

(SeEURus); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is negatively affecting Ukraine (ZUKR). 

 

Again, to analyze one by one, the first message mentioned above will be taken into 

consideration. According to this message, it can be stated that the narrative that the EU does not 

have the common position towards Russian energy projects can be identified. To elaborate on this 

narrative, for Russia it is beneficial to broadcast internally that the EU has problems with aligned 

position across all the EU members as its external power can be considered in its unity. Therefore, 

Russia and its energy projects can be perceived by the internal audience as a trigger of the EU 

disunity and accordingly of the EU weakening. This case can be added to the narratives that do 
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not claim the political impact of the energy projects directly in the text of the news but contain it 

in its context.  

 

The second message from the set can be transformed into the narrative that the EU cannot 

decide independently on its energy project and that is why there a disagreement between the EU 

and Russia. To add, because the EU cannot give a clear decision in a time, Russia doubts the fact 

that the EU can be a reliable partner for Russia in energy security sector. Hence, this narrative 

tends to ensure the audience that Russia-EU disagreement caused entirely by the EU behavior.  

 

The third message from the set of news analysis can be transformed into the narrative 

that Ukraine is harmed by Russian’s energy projects. As it was described before, all Ukrainian’s 

losses since 2014 have been broadcasted internally as a Russian supremacy and victory. Moreover, 

again, this narrative can be considered as the one that expressing the political impact of the Russian 

energy projects without formulating it directly in the news.   

 

Moving in descending order, next set of four codes can be presented. Each of those codes 

were identified at least 3 times in selected news. The following messages have been detected: 

 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream demonstrates that the EU is depended in its decisions 

on the US and cannot be considered as independent international player 

(EUsubUSA);  

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is extremely meaningful/important/valuable for Russia 

from international prestige perspective (ImportRus); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream can give more “freedom” to its EU participants and to 

finally make them “independent player” (from the US) on international arena 

(InEU); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream has a political impact (POL). 

 

The first message is fairly obvious and can be transformed into the narrative that the EU 

is depended on the US. This narrative has already appeared in the theoretic part, and it can be stated 

that it is to some extend prominent in the Russian broadcasting. Important to point out is that how 
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this narrative is flexible. When the EU is taking decisions that are benefitial for Russia - news 

broadcasting never mentions “the US dependency”. Once, the EU decisions are taken as unpopular 

by Russia, the narrative of dependent EU is back to the news agenda.  

 

The next message leds to the narrative that Nord Steam 2 and TurkStream are important 

projects for Russia. Its importance, potentially, might be considered in economic and political 

cooperation that is brings. Nevertheless, as it is not mentioned in the news and as it is not quite 

clear to the author, it is not possible to elaborate any further without attempts to guess what can be 

a reason behind. 

 

The third message is interconnected with already mentioned narratives. Nevertheless, 

this message adds missing information to them. Therefore, the main narrative of this news can be 

that Russia, by the meaning of its energy projects, can help to the EU to become more 

interdependent. In other words, it can be presented as Russia can safe the EU from the external 

influence. This narrative as well correlates with the assumption that Russia might present itself 

internally as a great power because the narrative can be understood as attempts to show its 

leadership and responsibility. 

 

Moving to the last code and the message in the set, it can be stated that the narrative of 

positive political impact of Russian energy project can be identified. This narrative directly claims 

a political outcome of the projects. 

 

The next set  will be presented by the codes and messages that were identified only once, 

nevertheless, it is important to mention them as they surely can be considered margin, but still 

present: 

 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream project implementation shows that the EU is depended in its 

decisions and cannot be considered as independent international player (EUsub); 

• Other countries blame Russia that it is using Nord Steam 2/TurkStream as a political 

project (RUPA); 
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• Russia, due to Nord Steam 2/TurkStream,  is a strong player on the international arena 

(RUSstng); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is a cause of discord within NATO (SeNato); 

• Nord Steam 2/TurkStream is a cause of discord within the US government (SeUSA); 

• The US is weak, and it could not influence the outcome of the Nord Steam 2/TurkStream 

(WUS). 

 

Starting with the first message, as the assessment part shows, this message is quite 

prominent in selected Russian mass media and present different interpretation of the same 

narrative: the EU is dependent and therefore can be considered weak.  

 

The second message leads to the narrative that unfriendly countries try to negatively 

affect Russian economic integration with EU and try to make the international audience to believe 

that Russian energy projects are political, which, of course, are not. It might be supposed that this 

narrative correlates quite properly with the narrative that Russia uses prominently – the narrative 

of the external enemy/enemies that does/do not want to have prosperous Russia. Hence, the goal 

of those “unfriendly countries” is to destroy strong Russia, no matter how Russia behaves and 

whether it is democratic or not.  

 

The third message clearly shows that thanks to its energy projects, Russia is perceived 

as stronger and more valuable actor in the international arena. Important to add that this narrative 

reflects good the approach of Russian authorities and accordingly the needs of the internal 

audience. This can be stated due to the fact that in modern Russia the feeling of being great and 

powerful is dominating over pragmatic factors ( i.e. quality of life, economic prosperity of the state 

and its citizens etc.). Therefore, no matter what, the projects, which can make internal audience to 

believe that it can help to Russia to be stronger internationally, will have the citizen’s support. 

 

The fourth, the fifth and the sixth messages can be analyzed together as both of them are 

mainly focused on the US. Although, NATO is not formed only out of the US, in Russia the US is 

perceived as the main actor among the participant states and that is why in this case it can be 

simplified. Hence, the narrative for those messages can be that the US is getting weaker due to the 
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Russian energy projects because they are affecting the level of integrity inside of the US 

government and inside of NATO and as well because the US cannot affect anyhow those energy 

projects. This narrative can be characterized as quite powerful because by broadcasting this Russia 

shows that it can affect its biggest opponent – the US. It can be another prerequisite to consider 

that Russia is broadcasting itself internally in the selected mass media as a great power. 

 

Together with analysis done on the news included into a shortlist, it might be important 

to include the distribution list of codes of overall news that has been selected for the news analysis 

in case to compare the tendencies on the larger dataset. The results are the following: 

 

Graph no.2: Codes Distribution (177 news). Source: Diana Medvedeva.   

Based on the larger dataset it can confirmed that the same tendency can be determined. 

Following with evaluation and narrative identification, it can be stated that the set of 

strategic narratives have been identified. The majority of the strategic narratives expresses a 

positive political impact of such energy projects for Russia without directly mentioning it. 

Moreover, it can be stated that identified narratives demonstrates how Russia portray itself 

internally. Some of the narratives confirm the research hypothesis that Russia broadcasts itself 

internally as a great power.  

Moreover, it is essential to compare the identified narratives in case to determine 

tendencies. Certainly, it can be stated that some of the narratives contradict each other (i.e. 

ExpNonPol – POL; POL - RUPA). Besides, several narratives were flexible to some extent and 

could be accommodated under certain Russian government needs (i.e. EUsub, Un, SeEURus). 
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Furthermore, it can be stated that there is a group of the narratives that can be called system (i.e. 

Russia, as the country and as a partner, is essential for the EU; The EU is dependent and therefore 

can be considered weak), identity (i.e. Russia can negatively influence the relations between the 

US and the EU; Russia is a powerful player on the international arena, it is one of the centers of 

force and can influence relations between two important international actors – the US and the EU;) 

and issue (i.e.Nord Steam 2 and TurkStream are important projects for Russia; Unfriendly 

countries try to negatively affect Russian economic integration with EU and try to make the 

international audience to believe that Russian energy projects are political, which, surely, are not) 

narratives. 

 

As a key finding of the research, several statement can be made: 

 

1) Russia uses the strategic narrative concept in broadcasting news about energy 

projects (Nord Stream 2 and TurkStream) between Russia and the EU; 

2) The majority of the strategic narratives are expressed in non-obvious manner, 

nevertheless, with detailed analysis, it is possible to identify their presence and 

meaning; 

3) Some of the identified narratives contains the meaning that Russia is a great power.  

 

Conclusion 

In this work, the topic of strategic narratives that Russia broadcasts internally has been 

covered. By conducting the news analysis and assessment of the news from two Russian pro-

governmental mass media sources – Channel One and Ria Novosti, has been determined the 

presence of at least 21 narratives, which can be stated as following: 

1. Russia, as the country and as a partner, is essential for the EU; 

2. Russia can negatively influence the relations between the US and the EU; 

3. Russia is a powerful player on the international arena, it is one of the centers of force and 

can influence relations between two important international actors – the US and the EU; 

4. Nord Steam 2/TurkStream causes a discord in relationships between the EU and Ukraine; 
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5. Russian energy projects are negatively affecting the relationships between the Ukraine and 

the EU. Hence, Ukraine is getting weaker; 

6. The US tries to interfere and to discredit what Russia does in the international arena; 

7. Energy projects promote Russia internationally and provokes the international cooperation, 

in which Russia has a central place; 

8. Russia, thanks to its energy projects, is getting closer with the EU and as well influence 

those relations; 

9. Russia – the EU relations are getting stronger, and Russia is becoming an irreplaceable 

partner for the EU; 

10. The EU does not have the common position towards Russian energy projects; 

11. The EU cannot decide independently on its energy project and that is why there a 

disagreement between the EU and Russia; 

12. Because the EU cannot give a clear decision in a time, Russia doubts the fact that the EU 

can be a reliable partner for Russia in energy security sector; 

13. Ukraine is harmed by Russian energy projects; 

14. The EU is depended on the US. 

15. Nord Steam 2 and TurkStream are important projects for Russia; 

16. Russia, by the meaning of its energy projects, can help to the EU to become more 

interdependent; 

17. Russia can save the EU from the external influence; 

18. The EU is dependent and therefore can be considered weak; 

19. Unfriendly countries try to negatively affect Russian economic integration with EU and try 

to make the international audience to believe that Russian energy projects are political, 

which, surely, are not;  

20. Thanks to its energy projects, Russia is perceived as stronger and more valuable actor in 

the international arena; 

21. The US is getting weaker due to the Russian energy projects because they are affecting the 

level of integrity inside of the US government and inside of NATO and as well because the 

US cannot affect anyhow those energy projects. 

Moreover, the analysis has demonstrated that: 1) Russia uses the strategic narrative 

concept in broadcasting news about energy projects between Russia and the EU; 2)The majority 
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of the strategic narratives are expressed in non-obvious manner, nevertheless, with detailed 

analysis, it is possible to identify their presence and meaning; 3) Some of the identified narratives 

contains the message to its internal audience that Russia is a great power. 

In the context of the Russian and the EU relationships, it can be stated that Russia, when 

it is correlated with Russian interests, is presenting the EU internally as a weak and dependent 

player in the international affairs. Nevertheless, when the EU is makes decisions that are beneficial 

for Russia, Russia represent the EU internally as a reliable partner that needs Russia and its energy 

project.  
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