Parliament of the Czech Republic and the European Union

ABSTRACT

What are the effects of European integration on the functioning of the Parliament of the Czech
Republic and how does the European law set the boundaries for the involvement of this key
constitutional institution in European affairs? To what extent do the Chamber of Deputies and
the Senate deal with the European agenda and engage in European Union policy-making, and
are there differences between them in this respect? What is the role of both chambers in the
European legislative process and what is the level of their activity compared to the activity of
parliamentary chambers of other EU member states? The search for answers to these questions

is the focus of this thesis.

The first part of this thesis defines the concept of a parliament and its functions and powers as
understood in theory, followed by a general characterisation of the Parliament of the Czech
Republic, its two chambers and the constitutional basis for their involvment in European affairs.
The second part introduces the major milestones in the history of European integration that have
shaped the relationship between the Parliament of the Czech Republic and the European Union
and an assessment of their impact on the functioning of national parliaments. The third part
analyses primary law and identifies the main ways in which national parliaments can influence
the European affairs. This is followed by an analysis of national legal instruments and an
assessment of their practical use by the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate in the fourth part
of this thesis. The last part is devoted to an analysis of the activity of both chambers in the
scrutiny of the European legislative process, a comparison of the degree of their involvement
in political dialogue and scrutiny of compliance with the principle of subsidiarity with the
activities of the parliamentary chambers of other EU Member States, and a reflection on the
extent to which the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate try to be active players in the European

field.
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