
ABSTRACT 

This diploma thesis deals with the topic of death and its mediation to pupils of younger school 

age. The aim of the thesis is to find and introduce appropriate literature for younger school-age 

pupils and to offer ways of conveying a complicated topic  through the literature to younger 

school-age pupils. 

The theoretical part of this thesis deals with the definition of death and the concepts related to 

it. It also defines the concept of the younger school age and describes the emotional 

development of the child at this age. The thesis also provide space for the definition of literature 

for the younger school age and for the characteristics of publishing houses concerned with 

publishing the books with the theme of death for children of younger school age. The theoretical 

part also introduces, through brief annotations, selected titles of literary works conveying the 

theme of death. At the end of the theoretical chapter of this thesis, the background of the RWCT 

program is described, the methods of this program are introduced, and the three-phase E-U-R 

learning model used in the preparation of the lessons of the practical part of the thesis is 

specified. 

The practical part then defines the objectives of the research, which are: to select suitable titles 

for the research, to design teaching lessons with the selected book titles (When Dinosaurs Die: 

A Guide to Understanding Death, A vist of a small Death, Annie and Granny. About Life, 

Bridge to Terabithia and Death book). Other objectives are to implement and reflect on these 

lessons. The lessons are designed in a three-phase E-U-R model and have been implemented in 

all grades of the first elementary school. Methods from the RWCT program were used in them. 

The results of the practical part show that the topic of death is distant for children, due to the 

fact that it is not common in society to talk about this issue (it is therefore one of the 

controversial topics). At the same time, the reflections from the implemented lessons confirm 

that working with a book is one of the ways we can introduce the topic of death to pupils of 

younger school age and give them the opportunity to talk and think about this topic. 

 


