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Abstract 

The dissertation deals with the theme of social legislation in the period of 1918-1948. i.e. 

during the so called First, Second and Third Czechoslovak republic. However, the foundations 

of the Czechoslovak laws in this area lays in the period of Austrian laws, especially from the 

second half of the 19.th century. Development of social legislation was directly conected with 

the existence of a legal regulation of modern municipal self-government and higher levels of 

self-government. Two very important acts were adopted in this respect: Act  No. 18/1862 The 

empire´s code implemented on 5th March 1862 „The Act on Municipal matters“ and on 3rd 

December 1863 Act. No. 105/1863 The empire´s code „The act about Domestic rights“. For 

poor relief the „The Poverty act“ (Act No. 59/1868 The provincial code) was enacted on 3rd 

December 1868. 

 Based on the social policies of „stick and carrot“ of Otto von Bismarck in Germany, 

the Austrian Government enacted series of Acts on health and other types of social insurance 

systems, which were not universal, but had differences for different types of workers and 

employees, for example for miners, factory workers or white collars. 

Because the Act No. 11/ 1918 Coll. of laws transferred practically all existing Austrian 

imperial and land laws to the Czechoslovak legal order, the Austrian laws became foundation 

of the Czechoslovak development as well. Therefore, first line of my dissertation is based on 

the theory of continuity with Austrian laws and I analyze mainly the areas, which were changed 

by the new political, economic and social conditions of the WWI. and new Czechoslovak state 

and society. 

The second line of my dissertation is based mainly on fundamental changes, which were 

brought about especially by the Great Depression (crises) of the 1930´s. My point is that 



especially during the 1930´s one can see changes especially in the system of poor relief and 

governmental policies dealing with unemployment and other social consequences of the crises. 

There is an interesting connection with this phenomenon and introduction of emergency 

legislation, which limited democratic civic rights and by passed Czechoslovak parliament in 

favor of Government. 

During the so called Second republic fundamental changes in constitution, political, 

economic and social system were caused mainly as a consequence of   the Munich Agreement. 

There was for example also grieve problem caused by a refugee crises. New Czecho-Slovak 

government used nationalistic ideology and stronger role of state as a foundation for changes 

in the social system, including for example obligation to work, public works, subsidies for 

agriculture. National feelings were misused in case of the Jewish population, which was 

discriminated in their employment etc. 

The Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia was used by the Germans to use its resources 

and labor force for the German war effort, from 1944 in the form of total war.   It brought new 

dimension also to social legislation, which was designed for the above mentioned aims (for 

example forced labor). There were also aspects of discrimination, where benefits were mainly 

in favor of German citizens or workers in the factories, but discriminating other strata of society 

and especially Jews and Roma population. 

 The period 1945-1948 finally brought fundamental discontinuity to the original system 

of social legislation. First impetus was caused by the necessity to overcome economic and social 

consequences of the WWII. It was connected with the policies pursued by the Government of 

National Front and the so called Košice Governmental Programme. Other part of changes were 

connected with the idea of so called welfare state, based on the William Beveridge report called 

„Social Insurance and Allied Sevices“. The post war Czechoslovakia used also M. Keynes  



ideas and New Deal of  American President F.D. Roosevelt.  It brought main discontinuity to 

the original system based on Act No, 99/1948 Coll.  on national insurance.  
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