ABSTRACT

What are the ways of controlling extraordinary legal states in the legal system of the Czech
Republic? Is parliamentary control of states of emergency sufficient and effective? Are states
of emergency in the Czech legal order reviewable at the judicial level? What is the meaning
and purpose of control over states of emergency? These are the questions that the author
of the diploma thesis addresses using the example of a coronavirus pandemic in 2020 and 2021
as a case study. She assumes that states of emergency can be controlled and argues why and to
what extent she considers it necessary in the conditions of a democratic state governed by the
rule of law, to which the Czech Republic subscribes.

In the first part of the thesis, the author defines the concept of a state of emergency as it is
understood in theory and presents the individual states of emergency de lege lata.

In the second part, the author presents a systematics of possible means of control, including
parliamentary and political control, judicial review, and international supervision; she
concludes the overview of legal means of control with an important addition of informal control
by experts, the media, and society. At the same time, she presents research questions
or hypotheses and addresses what is the aim and purpose of control of states of emergency.
On the basis of these, she discusses and then analyses in more detail the possibilities of control
according to the current and effective legislation in their particulars.

In the third, practical part of the thesis, the author uses the application of the means
of emergency governance (the state of emergency and the newly created state of pandemic
alert) to the ongoing pandemic crisis of COVID-19. In doing so, she reflects on how
the theoretical overview of control methods has stood up in practice. The author tries to assess
how the different control options were applied, whether they fulfilled their purpose,
and whether the relevant actors were motivated to use them. The author focuses on the areas
that emerged from her analysis as problem areas (ineffective review of government crisis
measures), but also positively evaluates other findings (the operation of parliamentary control,
informal authorities, the adoption of the pandemic law).

Finally, the author abstracts specific findings from the coronavirus pandemic to the general
application of basic states of emergency.



