Abstract:

The main focus of this diploma thesis is Jifi Kotalik, his relationship with the United
States of America and projects in which he participated as the director of the National Gallery
in Prague. To understand projects, it was necessary to clarify the broader circumstances,
especially the relationship of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic to the United States of
America and the cultural policy of both states. Therefore, the time frame was extended, both in
the historical introduction and the first exhibition of American art in Czechoslovakia in 1947.
It was also necessary to put into context the purpose for which large traveling exhibitions and
other US cultural projects were organized and what reception they caused in the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic. The six largest exhibitions of American art, which took place in the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in the years 1967-1990, were selected as a sample. In the end,
other forms of cooperation of the National Gallery, respectively Jifi Kotalik with American
institutions were indicated but also other forms of promotion of Czechoslovak art in the United

States of America were indicated.
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