
Author of this thesis concentrates on sample analysis of historical personalities by creation national/state
identities. The writer chose the second president of Czechoslovakia Edvard Benes and used him for this
case study. On this sample, author examined, whether a picture of certain historical personality is a part
of Czech/state identity. Opinions on E. Benes´ policy and himself as well have always been
contradictory and even nowadays E. Benes is a very often discussed person, as an evidence the author
pointed out Parliament vote in Czech Senate in 2004 on E. Benes about his credits. Author watches the
opinion on politics and decisionmaking of E. Benes as a view component on national history and
collective identity even by different opinions and approaches. Author has in her thesis also concetrated
on testimony analysis of two groups of respondents, that on one hand is made by Benes´ contemporaries,
eyewitnesses of World War 2, and on the other hand by senators, who voted for law: „E. Benes helped to
establish the State.“, and a part of political respondents are important politicians, who have certain
position in relationship with public opinion, because they are very often asked by media. Author used
the sond method to create both groups of respondents. Interviews with eyewitnesses were lead by oral
history method. Testimonies of politicians were analysed according to its content and interviews of
eyewitnesses were interpreted with the goal to find out and describe structure and content of opinions on
president Benes. Answers were politically, socially and educationally conditioned and were also
influenced by life experience of a group of revolt participants.
Author built the picture of Benes from eyewitnesses and politicians points of view and then she
confronted them with temporary historiography. She found out that temporary historiography does not
reflect in respondents´ answers.


