
Abstract 

 

The diploma thesis "Listening to the True Crime Podcast: Audience Analysis of the Podcast 

Opravdové zločiny" focuses on a currently prevalent genre of true crime and the phenomenon 

of podcasting. It focuses on the true crime podcast and its devoted fans in order to reveal their 

motivation to listen to the podcast Opravdové zločiny and participate in other related activities. 

The theoretical part presents the history and present of the true crime genre, emphasizing its 

audience and the development of forms of fandom in its long history. The work further divides 

podcasts of the true crime genre into two categories - investigative and entertaining - and then 

defines their characteristics. The most important representatives of each category - the podcasts 

"Serial" and "My Favorite Murder" - and their fandoms are also described. 

The following practical part presents the conclusions of research focused on devoted fans of 

the entertaining Czech true crime podcast "Opravdové zločiny" in order to identify and describe 

their motivation in the context of historical sources and modern quantitative research of similar 

programs from abroad - especially from the United States. Research identifies fascination with 

crime, primarily with its perpetrators, as a key motivation for devoted fans to listen to the 

podcast. At the same time, this thesis identifies the function of the podcast as an instrument for 

socialization in occupation. Considerable attention is also paid to the fear of crime and its 

gender aspects. 

 


