
Abstract  

The effects of climate change and global warming and the conversations surrounding it are 

becoming increasingly difficult to ignore. The future predictions of the impact of climate change 

on the planet present daunting challenges for people around the globe, especially for the 

Mediterranean littoral, which has been labeled as a climate “hot spot”. The paper focuses on the 

effects of climate change on migration patterns in the Mediterranean region to understand what a 

warmer future in the Mediterranean may look like to develop policies and strategies that may 

mitigate some of the more negative outcomes. The paper’s main objective is to answer the 

following question; what are the links between migration patterns and climate change in the 

Mediterranean region? To the question, it is important to first define and place the theoretical 

framework firmly in the context that the paper is covering, such as the political, economic, 

social, environmental and demographic factors. Once these factors are defined, they are applied 

to real-world case studies in the form of North Africa and Syria through Black, Adger, et al.’s 

framework of drivers of migration through qualitative and quantitative data that comes from 

secondary resources. After analysing and comparing the two case studies the results showed that 

there isn’t sufficient evidence to prove that there is a direct link between climate change and 

migration due to the complex relationship between the intersecting drivers of migration. 

However, it’s clear that climate change and its subsequent effects on the environment can act as 

a threat multiplier and exacerbate existing vulnerabilities in a region. In order to avoid the worst 

effects of climate change in the future and avoid another migration crisis – cooperation between 

Mediterranean countries must be revamped. The gaps between MENA and Europe in their 

capacity to adapt to extreme weather events must be addressed to sustain stability, security and 

trust among the Mediterranean nations.   
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