
Abstract

From 2015, a huge influx of refugees came from the Middle East, the Balkans, Central Asia 

and Africa to Europe.

It is triggered by various persecutions, armed wars, economic impossibility. The majority of 

those arrived were refugees, those who had fled their country due to imminent threat or 

persecution and were even trying to reach the European continent at the risk of their lives. The 

others are economic immigrants who have migrated to the European Union in the hope of a 

better life - to work, study or reunite.

The UK has been a major destination for both migrants and refugees for many decades. The 

dissertation draws attention to the complex effects of migration, with a particular focus on the 

host country, and highlights, especially in the UK, the need for migrants in an aging society in 

Europe, even if the public thinks otherwise.

With the Brexit, the UK has exited the European Union, cut back on previous benefits for EU 

migrants and is opening up to former Commonwealth members as sending countries.


