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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 

 
Please provide your assessment of each of the following four categories, summary and 
suggested questions for the discussion. The minimum length of the report is 300 words. 
 
 
Contribution 
This bachelor thesis aims at uncovering the effects of COVID-19 pandemic on the results observed in 
top European footbal (soccer) leagues. The author posts two hypotheses. First, it is expected that the 
probability of home wins is reduced because most of the games played during the covid-19 pandemic 
were played without the fans. Second, it is expected that the accuracy of match result prediction would 
fall. While there are several other papers analyzing the effects of covid-19 pandemic on footbal 
games, none of them compares several European leagues. 
 
 
Methods 
The author uses a battery of statistical tests to vevify his hypotheses. First, he turns to the comparison 
of means (t-test) to test whether the occurence of home wins/ draws/ away wins in the covid season 
(2020/2021) was different than in the pre-covid seasons; and he compares the distribution of game 
scores using a Chi-square test. 
Second, the author compares the predicted and actual match scores. Here he uses two approaches. 
First, he compares the average predicted probabilities of different match outcomes („subjective 
probabilities“) and realized average probabilities of different match outcomes („objective probabilities“) 
within small sup-groups of matches. These sub-groups are categorized according to the match 
outcomes‘ probabilities derived from betting odds. To test for the equality of the „subjective“ and 
„objective“ probabilities, the author relies on the Central Limit Theorem. Note that there are less than 
2000 matches played in the covid-season. With 20 sub-groups this means slightly less than 100 
observations per group. 
That there might be too few observations to guarantee meaningful test results is visible in Tables 5.3 
and 5.4, where very few results show to be statistically significant and there is no clear pattern in the 
presented results.  
Finally, to compare the the „subjective“ and „objective“ probabilities of different match outcomes, the 
Brier score is used. It basically measures the accuracy of predicting match scores. The author 
compares the values of the Brier score before and during the covid-19 pandemic. There is no 
discussion about the accuracy of such comparison and there is no discussion whether the computed 
differences are large or negligible.   
 
Literature 
The literature review seems relevant and well-prepared. I just wonder why the paper by Pollard (1986) 
received so much attention in the review. 
 
Manuscript form 
The thesis is written in decent English and is logically organized. Sections are clearly presented and 
generally easy to follow. 
I would suggest less description of the results, which are all summarized in Figures and Tables, and 
more interpretation of them. This would improve the value added of the thesis. 
 
Minor comments: notes to the table that help reader understant its contents should not be in the text, 
but in a form of a note underneath the table (eg. Table 3.1 and the paragrapgh just above it). 
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There are multiple typos, in some paragraphs it is visible that the text was written in a hurry as 
unfinished sentences appear (eg. page 16, last paragraph) 
Title of Table 5.3 is terrible! Table titles should be descriptive and selfoexplanatory. One should not 
use symbols or greek letters in there. It would be better to write „subjective vs objective propbabilities“ 
rather than writting ρ vs. π. 
 
 
Summary and suggested questions for the discussion during the defense 
 
This thesis uses statistical tools to perform a comparative analysis of footbal matches outcomes 
before and during covid. Although there are some issues in the thesis – mainly with the presentation, 
but also with statistical power of some tests - it is generally well-written and conclusions are adequate 
to the results. However, the contribution of the thesis is not clear and it looks like an applied statistics 
thesis rather than an economics thesis. 
Still, in my view, the thesis fulfills the requirements for a bachelor thesis at IES, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Charles University, I recommend it for the defense and suggest a grade B/C. 
 
The results of the Urkund analysis do not indicate significant text similarity with other available 
sources. 

 
 
SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 23 

Methods                       (max. 30 points) 22 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 18 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 16 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 79 

GRADE            (A – B – C – D – E – F) C/B 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
 
 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
 
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 

 
 
Overall grading: 

 

TOTAL GRADE 

91 – 100 A 

81 - 90 B 

71 - 80 C 

61 – 70 D 

51 – 60 E 

0 – 50 F 

 


