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This work explores an interesting and timely topic, focusing on two examples of dystopian novels which feature
infertility as the central societal crisis, Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid'’s Tale (1985) and P D James’s The
Children of Men (1992). In the theoretical part, the author first discusses the concept of utopia and then elements
of dystopian fiction in the 20™ and 21* centuries, particularly focusing on the importance of the part religion
plays in dystopias. She subsequently focuses on feminist dystopias and the subgenre of dystopian fertility fiction.
In order to contextualise these works, she outlines the development of feminism in the twentieth century and the
significance of reproductive rights to the “second wave” of feminism of the 1960s and 70s. In the final part of the
theoretical section, the author briefly describes the work of the two authors whose work is analysed in the
practical part, doing so pertinently and with good focus. The author marshals a lot of material very skilfully in
this part of the work.

The practical part is structured by providing an analysis of both novels and then comparing them from the point
of view of narrative structure, their treatment of infertility and the overall dystopian vision that both books
provide. There are frequent moments of very sharp insight, but also stretches which are far too descriptive,
relying on a summarising of the plot, e.g. in the section on politics (2.1.3) or on customs and ceremonies (p. 36).
Some key differences between the two novels, e.g. the role that religion plays in both works, or the attitudes
towards modern science are underexplored. For example, on p. 39 the author writes — “Julian especially
considers the interference of modern science during childbirth as highly unnatural. Through her point of view,
James possibly expresses her opinion on the way modern medicine and technology tries to control the female
body and pregnancy.” This observation could have been linked to the point the author makes on p. 22 when
discussing The Handmaid's Tale, “The renunciation of modern technologies is a very common theme in
dystopian universes that are established on traditional and conservative values.” and analysed more deeply. The
emphasis on finding commonalities works against developing fruitful analysis of contrast.

The work is clearly structured, diligently researched and expressed well, on the whole, and the author clearly
tackled the topic with great application.

Témata a naméty k diskusi pri obhajobé
1. To what extent does the author consider The Children of Men to be a feminist work?

2. Can the author expand on the differing attitudes towards science in both novels? How relevant is this difference

to our understanding of the novels?

3. The author that “ Both The Handmaid’s Tale and The Children of Men use the exploitation of religious principles
in the shaping of their dystopian worlds which were made vulnerable by the sudden appearance of mass infertility”.
(p. 14) and also in in her summing up (p. 46) that “The use of religion is very significant in both novels.” Could

she say some more about the difference in use in the two novels?
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