
Abstract
In my master thesis I analyze the influence of Taiwan’s democratization on Cross-

Strait relations. The thesis is structurally divided into three main periods: the pre-

democratization period,  democratization period and the period since the first

power alternation in Taiwan. The first chapter analyzes the emergence of the

Cross-Strait issue, the period of the Japanese colonization, the Post-Second World

War Period, the Chinese Civil War and Cold War period until second half 80s. It

points out the main external and internal factors, which influenced the Cross-

Strait relations development and also the development of both Chinese states.

The subject of the second chapter is the Taiwan’s democratization and its internal

and external leverage. Based on A. Przeworski’s Theory of Games I am comparing

the Taiwan’s democratization to the Tiananmen incident. At the end of the second

chapter I am comparing political system and regime of both Chinese states and I

am pointing out salience of Taiwan for China. The final chapter examines the

period of the first power alternation in Taiwan and how it influenced the Cross-

Strait relations. It analyzes the issue of Taiwanese identity and sovereignty. It

points out the three most common sovereignty interpretations over Taiwan. This

chapter also entails  an analysis  of  the contemporary multilevel  PRC strategy

toward  Taiwan.  There  were  parliamentary  and  presidential  elections  held  in

Taiwan in year 2008. For this reason their analysis is a part of the master thesis

as well. They are also an important part of the basis for a prediction of the future

of the Cross-Strait relations, by which I conclude my master thesis. The salience

of the Cross-Strait relations is a key factor of the regional security in North-East

Asia. Their importance does not affect this region only, but the entire Western

Pacific region as well.  The impact of  the transition to democracy and of the

democracy itself in Taiwan is a key factor for understanding of contemporary

Cross-Strait relations. Therefore, the objective of this master thesis is its closer

research.  Its  aim is  to contribute to better understanding of  the Cross-Strait



relations.


