Abstract

The thesis “Concept of Privatization and Restructuring by the Treuhandanstalt,
discourse about Mr. Rohwedder and Mrs. Breuel” deals with the creation of the
Eastern German privatization agency (THA). Further, the two major tasks of the
institute, privatization and reorganization of the national wealth of the GDR, are
being analyzed. After the “Treuhandgesetz” (privatization law) had been enforced,
the THA soon started to sell companies out of their portfolio. Other companies
needed to be shut down and people started to lose their employment. This course
of action was heavily criticized by the political opposition as well as the Eastern
German people, who were longing for increased wealth. In consequence, the THA
started to shift its focus from privatization to reorganization. The controversy
surrounding the THA in the middle of the reunification process of Germany is
shown by the assassination of Mr. Rohwedder by the terrorist organization RAF.
The net financial outcome after four years of management by the THA is a deficit

of 200 billion DM.



