Abstract

The diploma paper analyses lobbying activities in the main institutions of the
European Union, notably the European Commission, the European Parliament and
the Council of the European Union. It asks whether a coruption or fraud or any
other kind of misuse can occur in the relations between lobbyists and politicians,
as the rules governing EU’s regulation of lobbying have been criticised as “vague”
and “extremely weak” (especially compared to those in practice in the United

States).

The first section of the paper describes how lobbying works in the main
institutions of the EU. The second part describes the characteristics of the EU’s
most important interest groups. The final section analyses the evolution of

lobbying regulation in the main institutions of the EU and evaluates its impact.

The diploma paper concludes that the most severe problems of lobbying in the
European Union are not any kind of corruption or fraud, but the disproportion
caused by the strength of the business interest representation, the lack of
transparency in the lobbying activities and also the misinterpretation of topics

and agendas by some lobbying groups.



