
Abstract
This paper offers a thorough examination of the United States 2002 National

Security Strategy. The document is explored in its broader context, which allows

us to understand it in its uniqueness and therefore offer sufficient interpretation.

Special attention is devoted to the decision making process of the U.S. National

Security  Council  due  to  primary  responsibility  of  NSC  for  coordination  of

American security policy. Further attention is paid to three particular problem-

related parts that are often considered to be the most revolutionary issues of this

document.  Preemption,  unilateralism  and  U.S.  support  for  the  spread  of

democracy  are  examined  in  the  broader  context  of  the  U.S.  foreign  policy

tradition, American identity and historical development. On the basis of thorough

research, the paper supposes that all major parts of this particular document are

rather compatible with the development of U.S. security policy and they represent

rather the outcome of developments than a fundamental change or reformulation

of the strategy. The role of strategic documents is implicitly examined as well,

while the study suggests that it should be perceived as a product of bureaucratic

politics as summarized in a model by Graham Allison.


