
Abstract
Diploma thesis „The Interest Group the Union of Cities, Towns and Communities

of the Czech Republic in the Process of Public Policy in the Czech Republic“ is a

deeper analysis of one of the important interest groups associating cities, towns

and communities  in  the Czech public  space,  the Union of  Cities,  Towns and

Communities of the Czech Republic. Activities of the Union and its contribution to

the Czech public policy are in depth analyzed against a background of social

movements and the theory of interest groups. The Union is assessed from the

perspective of  its  history,  types of  interest  groups and resources it  manages

(namely  the  membership  base,  financial  means  and  means  of  public  policy

lobbying). The analysis indicates that the negative image that lobbying has in the

Czech Republic needs not necessarily be fair. As an organization addressing peer

groups, yet defending public interests due to the fact that the Union’s members

are as a part of public administration municipalities, the Union advocates those

things  that  finally  bring positive  effects  to  lives  of  all  citizens  in  the  Czech

Republic.

In relation to challenges the Union currently faces the thesis covers also a case

study of emergence of Sdružení místních samospráv. This Association of Local

Governments that pursuant to the amended system of collection of national taxes

by the state and due to the specific events that the Union faced in 2007 was

established as a movement inside the Union to create its own association of local

governments defending interests of small communities aftrewards. It proved true

that  the  issue  of  municipal  financing  may  evoke  such  cleavage  among

municipalities that finally means violation of the unified performance of the up to

then the only union of local authorities associating all categories of municipalities

in the Czech Republic.


