
Abstract
The diploma thesis Totalitarian tendencies of German colonial policies deals with

German colonial policies towards Africans in the period between 1884-1914. The

main focus is placed on the characteristics and analysis of German native policy in

the most important of German colonies – German South West Africa. This piece

attempts to pinpoint the relationship between the colonizers and the colonized, to

illustrate the racist prejudice of the Germans and to describe the impact of these

ideas on the colonial reality. Furthermore, this work reflects upon the Herero

war, with particular interest being paid to the German war strategy, and tries to

identify  the reasons behind its  radicalization as well  as to resolve the query

concerning the genocidal intent. The totalitarianism section of this thesis explores

the totalitarian aspects of German native policy in German South West Africa and

their development following the Herero war. A comparison of German colonial

policies towards the natives with colonial  policies of  the other major powers

active on the African continent follows. The final chapter endeavours to answer

the question regarding the continuity of German history and continuity between

German colonialism and National Socialism.


