Abstract

Diploma thesis “Transition to Democracy in Czechoslovakia in 1989 from a
Transition Theory Perspective” is an analysis of the Czechoslovak transition to

democracy in the year 1989.

The author analyses the character of the communist regime in Czechoslovakia
and the further development of the country after the year 1989 dealing with some
of the more general politological aspects such as the strategies of the
participants, analyses of the most important agents and factors of the change, etc.
Therefore, various politological theories are introduced in the theoretical part
(theory of non-democratic regimes, theory of transition, used theories by Juan ]J.
Linz, Carl ]J. Friedrich, Alfred Stepan, Samuel Huntington and of other relevant
authors). The theories are later applied to the Czechoslovak communist regime
and to its transition to democracy. The diploma thesis focuses on the application
of the theories of transition on Czechoslovakia with regards to the number of
transitions. The work aims at explaining that more transitions took place in
Czechoslovakia - not only the political one, but also the economic and nationalist,
the latter leading to the Czechoslovakian split. Therefore, the last part of the
diploma thesis deals with the development of the Czech-Slovak relationship; the

link between the transition and the split of the Federation in 1992.



