
Abstract 

This diploma thesis deals with the concept of recidivism, which is a term that could be 

described as an occurrence in which the offender commits another criminal offence after 

being convicted. In recent years the number of recidivism rates in Czech Republic reaches 

from 40 to 50% which is further evidence to the urgency of this current issue. The goal of this 

thesis is to examine what could be the conditions of increasing or lowering the probability of 

reoffending and to bring forward the possible means of prevention based on that.   

Firstly this thesis addresses the term of recidivism and several possibilities of looking at it, 

further follows the issue of how recidivism is translated into legislation and then it offers data 

about the frequency of recidivism in Czech Republic from publicly accessible statistics. The 

core part of the thesis then researches if it is possible with sentences alone to prevent 

reoffending and if there are other factors that could potentially contribute to this goal. 

It could be concluded from the researched literature and studies that sentences alone have 

very little possibility to reduce the chances of reoffending. The lowest probability of 

reoffending was repeatedly recorded with people who started offending at a very young age, 

without stable occupations, place to live, safe family environment or people who struggled 

with drug addictions.  

It could be argued that focusing on social policy rather than criminal policy would produce 

better results in efforts to lower recidivism rates. It was also discovered that the efforts and 

motivation of the offender were substantial and irreplaceable in these efforts although the 

help offered by the state was still a strong deciding factor.   

In regard to the complexity of this issue and many variables that necessarily go hand in hand 

with studies conducted on this issue it is necessary to proceed very carefully when trying to 

deduce any concrete conclusions. 

 


