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Summary
The thesis deals with relation of the medicine and the religious ambient in the 17th century. 
The original purpose of this study was to describe medical features of everyday life in 
colleges of the Jesuit order. However during the research I came across several questions 
that I had to answer in context of the Czech history of medicine, and that is why this text 
has three main foci. 

Firstly I have collected and described those features of recent development of foreign 
medical history, which I consider to be  important for my purpose, and which have not 
been reflected in the medical history so far. Among others socio-constructivist and 
anthropological approaches to terms like “illness”, “health”, “healing”, “academic medicine” 
etc. are discussed. With respect to the second part I had also to deal with the issue of 
retrospective diagnoses and particularly with history of the plague. 

Secondly, regarding the fact that healing in a Jesuit community was always associated 
with a strong religious aspects, I had to analyse a problem of miraculous cures and their 
social and cultural context. Medical history has always been an interdisciplinary field but in 
this case I had to rely on methods based on humanities rather than on sciences. As a  
starting point I have used a list of more that 1000 miracles ascribed to Jesuit Saints 
between 1600 and 1730 in the area of the Czech province of the Society of Jesus. I 
surveyed gender of recipients and purpose of a miracle (whether it was medical or non-
medical). If a miracle was indeed medical I analysed what was a hypothetical 
contemporary diagnosis.  I have also used a list of miracles of a miraculous image of Our 
Lady from South-West Bohemia (the city of Klatovy) as a reference sample.

Finally I focused more closely on the Jesuit order. My study on this topic is divided into 
three parts: 

(a) Approach of the order to  the medical and sanitary sphere in general (i.e. regulations, 
and development of the attitude toward well-being in the history of the order). This part 
includes also a concise exposition of Jesuit oversea missions and their medical outcomes. 

(b) A role of medicine in everyday life of members of the Jesuit colleges, this point is 
further split to prevention, illness, and death. This research is based among others on so 
called “consuetudinaria” or books of customs of various Jesuit provinces.

(c) Jesuit behaviour during plague epidemics in the early modern era. This chapter 
contains also a treatise about Athanasius Kircher's Scrutinium physico-medicum which is 
one of very few Jesuit academical contributions to area of epidemic medicine in the 17th

century.

The thesis is based on archival resources from National Archive of the Czech Republic, 
Moravian Regional Archive, Regional Archive of Klatovy, and Archivum Romanum 
Societatis Iesu (central archive of the Society of Jesus in Rome).   




