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Trus is a fairly competent thesis, based on a significant amount of research, and structured and 

presented in a largely lucid manner. What is of particular value is the careful analysis of the 

protagonist of Synge' s Deirdre ~f the S orrows, including the detailed discussion of the role of fate vs. 

free will in the play wruch results in the motivation for Deirdre and Naisi's return to Ireland 

being viewed (together with Nicholas Grene) as contrived. The analysis is preceded by an able 

comparison of the play with earlier versions of the story of the sons of U snech; this is where the 

amount of research undertaken for the thesis is most palpable. 

On the other hand, the sources uti1ised for the discussion of tragedy in Chapter 3 are 

clearly not sufficient, and the discussion of the subject would have been greatly improved by the 

candidate's consultation of at least summaries of contemporary approaches to the subject. Other 

shortcomings include occasional speculation as regards Synge's intentions (about wruch very little 

evidence may be found), strangely complemented by the fact that the candidate did not use the 

critical edition of the play (ed. by Ann Saddlemyer) which features manuscript material that 

would have been of obvious use in trus respect. Finally, a number of minor errors are in evidence, 

including one in the opening sentence (I) of the thesis (the claim that lady Gregory joined Yeats 

as co-director of the INTS only in 1905, i.e. together with Synge), combined with oversights 

and/or stylistic lapses, such as the claim that Synge "eventually spentyears re-writing some of the 

passages" of Deirdre ofthe SorrowJ (p. 8, my emphasis), or that Conchobor "is reduced to a pathetic 

stock villain" in a 12th -century text (p. 10). 

Despite the shortcomings outlined above, however, Ms Pecovová's thesis may generally 

be regarded as a fine accomplishment. I recommend it for a defence, and propose to grade it as 

"very good". 
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