
ABSTRACT 

This thesis inquiries into trauma, its historical developments, experience, and symptoms. 

The theoretical part lays stress on post-traumatic stress disorder and its classification and 

diagnosis for the readers to have an extensive knowledge of trauma. The readers are also 

presented with the quintessential aftermath of trauma. The practical part adverts to childhood 

trauma of the main protagonists of The Gathering and The Hiding Place by the authors Anne 

Enright and Trezza Azzopardi. The intention is to query what happened to these characters, 

rather than focusing on what is wrong with them. The objective is to see the person behind 

his or her behaviour. Many studies refer to increasing problems in terms of mental health by 

children and adolescents associated with early childhood trauma. The aim in what follows is 

to consider whether the harm to childhood trauma can be remedied or whether childhood 

trauma persists until old age. 
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