
Abstract 

     This study investigates and describes ideas of the proper form of family life and activism in 

this matter – efforts to persuade general public to adopt these ideas. This corresponds to the 

choice of the main goals of the study: 1. Show what the content of these ideas was. 2. Show the 

range of topics covered by the authors of these ideas. 3. Show the manners of this activism. 

What media these activists usually used, how they fought or cooperated with rival activists and 

who was “target” of their enlightenment efforts. 4. Answer the question “Why did these efforts 

arise at all?” Why there was a feeling that family is in crisis and in need of reform.   

     The feeling that family is in crisis probably has its origin in the days of the first attempts to 

define the family. However, this study does not focus on the topic from its presumed origin, but 

from the last quarter of the nineteenth century to the second half of the 1930s. This period 

represents a time of boom of these enlightenment efforts in the Czech lands and it’s also time 

of T. G. Masaryk. His ideas of the proper form of family life and activism in this matter form 

the backbone of this work.    

     The reason for choosing Masaryk is given by the fact that he dealt with given topic in its 

wide range. He was a man who didn’t avoid disputes with other activists - which can be used 

to describe disputes between different currents of opinion within a group of “family reformers” 

in general. At the same time, other goals of this study are connected with Masaryk, namely: A) 

Were the ideas promoted by Masaryk somehow original or were they common among 

competitors as well? B) Have at least some of his ideas evolved over time? 
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