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1. KNOWLEDGE AND CONNECTION TO THE FIELD 
(relevance of the research question, research objective, literature review): 

The thesis deals with a very important and relevant topic. First of all, there has been recently 
a great deal of new books published on the issue of a meritocracy as a tool of social 
stratification in the modern societies. Most of them are highly critical about crucial aspects of 
the idea. What is especially important is the fact that this issue has come to the fore in such 
different societies as American, British, French and German ones. Thus, it is in a sense 
signum temporis of the late capitalist societies. These are characterised by a sudden surge of 
different social movements and general turn towards populist politics. 
 

 
2. ANALYSIS 
(methodology, argument, theoretical backing, appropriate work with sources): 

The Author decided to look at the problem of a meritocracy through the prism of the French 
social movement Yellow Jackets. His main attempt was to investigate a public discourse 
surrounding these social upheavals in France. 
The Author carefully introduces a reader in a rich and complex literature on the idea of 
meritocracy and discusses thoroughly the contemporary debate on this issue. It is definitely a 
strong part of the thesis, as the topic he deals with is still quite new and uncharted. One needs 
to congratulate the Author to be so courageous and innovative with dealing with the latest 
theoretical literature. It paid off, it was very well done. 
The empirical chapters are based on solid methodological premises and a fascinating case 
study. It is also important that the case study is still largely waiting to be properly 
investigated, so it is another reason to appreciate The Author's effort to work with it. The 
topic definitely lives up to the level of the MA programme. 
 

 
3. CONCLUSIONS 
(persuasiveness, link between data and conclusions, achievement of research objectives): 

All in all, the thesis is very seriously and well-thought and properly composed and the 
theoretical and empirical research adequately combined. With such a rigorous theoretical 
framework and methodological background the final outcome appears also very 
sophisticated, innovative and convincing. What is also worth stressing is the fact that the 
Author worked independently, was open for new ideas and interpretations and eager to 
introduce suggested changes. 

 
4. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE 
(appropriate language, adherence to academic standards, citation style, layout): 

According to the standards. 

 
5. SUMMARY ASSESSMENT 
(strong and weak point of the dissertation, other issues) 



As I have already said, the Thesis is definitely worth the highest grade, so I will not be focusing on 
weak points. The main strong points are: enormously important and relevant research question, 
acquittance with the very latest academic literature on the topic, excellent case study based on the 
Yellow Jackets social movement, very fruitful analyses of empirical materials.  
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