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Abstract 

The subject of this diploma thesis is the method called psychological profiling (also called 

criminal profiling or offender profiling), which was created in the 1970s by the American FBI 

to help investigators to solve serious violent crimes, such as serial murders or rapes. It involves 

working out the characteristics of an offender by examining the characteristics of the crime 

scene and the crime itself. Its aim is to create a profile of a likely offender, therefore it is usually 

perceived as a useful tool by law enforcement agencies when regular forensic methods fail to 

reveal the indentity of an unknown suspect. The main goal of this thesis is to provide a 

comprehensive view of this method, including its advantages and disadvantages, free from 

media distortion. 

 The thesis consists of four main chapters. The first chapter explains the term 

psychological profiling and its roots and definitions, focuses on the history of the method and 

its most significant approaches – crime analysis, investigative psychology and behavioral 

analysis. Further in this chapter, I describe the ideal characteristics and background of an expert 

creating a profile. The last subchapter describes appropriate crimes where offender profiling 

might be used and in which cases, on the other hand, it is not recommended. 

 The second chapter deals with the process of creating a profile and follows its most 

important steps. Phases are divided into how the crime was committed, what motivated the 

perpetrator and finally, what are the likely physical, psychological and demographical 

characteristics of an unknown offender. 

 The third chapter tries to explain the use of psychological profiling on sexual murders 

and focuses on the knowledge we have about their offenders and victims and how it is reflected 

in the crime itself. The last chapter, the fourth, critically evaluates both inductive and deductive 

methods of profiling and the quality of the method as a whole.  
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